NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, March 9, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, Lee Scoggins and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner and Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant, Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady, Cherry Johnson, Phil McDonald, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from February with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for February. One ReNewport Grant was given in the amount of $7,500.  Scott Foushee made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Jackson County Opportunity Zone
· Arkansas State Chamber Legislative
· Prospect Visits
· Medical Marijuana Commission



DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Blue Bridge Brews & Bakery Ribbon Cutting
· Cobblestone Hotel &Suites Ribbon Cutting
· Clinton School
· Chamber Banquet Planning Meeting
· Monster Nights Downtown Entertainment Series
· Ozark Gateway Tourist Council

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

HATE CRIMES LEGISLATION

Arkansas is only one of three states that has not adopted hate crimes legislation.  This is problematic when trying to recruit industries, especially with the stereotypes held often concerning the prejudice in southern states.  The Arkansas Economic Development Commission and the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce both endorse this legislation and have asked to pass a resolution showing support.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to adopt a resolution for hate crimes with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

Director Chadwell is in discussion with Arkansas Center for Data Sciences on further classes. ASU-Newport is considering Microsoft Office, Excel and OSHA training that will take place at Tech Depot. Class enrollment should increase with legislature working to protect employers in the event an employee should contact COVID 19.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Tech Depot construction should begin in June.  Director Chadwell reported that the NEDC closed on 210 Walnut Street that the building will be demolished and the lot used for parking in addition to an outdoor classroom.


PROJECT SECURE TECH

Project Secure Tech has defense contracts and private contracts. The company is looking at occupying 3,000 sq feet of the Newport Business Resource Center facility and employing 25 to 30 employees.  The estimated cost to renovate the inside of the Newport Business Resource Center is $150,000. The Company would pay rent to the NEDC.  City Attorney John Pettie is preparing paperwork for the lease.  The lease would be $3,000 a month after the first year.  The first year would be free as an incentive. The company would also sign a job creation agreement.  Scott Foushee made a motion to give Chairman Dean Sides the authority to enter into a lease pending upon a review of company financials with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried. 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ISSUE

Director Chadwell presented to the Medical Marijuana Commission asking them to reverse the transfer approval for Natural State Wellness Enterprises, now Good Day Farms, LLC to move to Pine Bluff.  The Medical Marijuana Commission stated they can’t reverse a decision once it has been made.  The commission advised that Director Chadwell would need to appeal to the ABC Commission or take the matter to court. Attorney David Couch will file suit at the Jackson County Courthouse in the near future. The NEDC is asking for the sale to be reversed or to deny the transfer of the facility to Pine Bluff.  

WEBSITE UPGRADE

The new website is in progress and hopefully be up and running soon.

ARKANSAS PROCUREMENT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER

PTAC is looking for an office in North East Arkansas.  The NEDC has offered the Rock-n-Roll room as a donated office space.  PTAC assists businesses to bid on federal, state, and local government contracts.

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM GRANT APPLICATION

The NEDC is partnering with the Jackson County Library for an outdoor classroom to enable the community to use WiFi from the library to do job searches or classwork. This would allow for extended hours. The grant will pay for paving and cleaning up the parking area.  The NEDC would pay for the building demolition.     

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

Senate Bill 335 is an act to amend the law concerning Eminent Domain.  It would allow cities to clean up abandoned property and resale it.  It has passed the Senate and going to the House.  This would be faster than the condemnation process.  

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Commissioner Scott Foushee, meeting adjourned.




