NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, April 14, 2020
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center Teleconference

All votes were held by role call voting and all votes were unanimous in this meeting.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris, Dave Kajikawa, and Nyesha Greer.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Dr. Sandra Massey

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell and Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

[bookmark: _GoBack]Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from March and the three special meetings with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for February and March was given.  Director Chadwell made note that the Sales Tax Report is based on the previous month.  The Newport Christmas Decoration Fund is in the third and final year that the NEDC pledged $7,500.  Mayor David Stewart has discussed with Director Chadwell delaying the A&P tax until later in the year due to COVID 19.  The two checks totaling $10,000 to AB Recycling & Excavating are for the Property Transformation Project.  The overall fund grew by $37,508.02 in February and by $24,559.50 in March.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to approve the financials for February and March with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants


PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION

The properties on 1407 Holden Ave and 1813 Hines Street were cleaned up by AB Recycling & Excavating.  The property on 812 Third Street was cleaned up by Jerry Walker.  David Breckenridge has expressed interest in purchasing 812 Third Street.  It is zoned as a residential property.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion for 812 Third Street to be sold for as much as we can get for it but no less than $3,000 with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

ARKANSAS CENTER FOR DATA SCIENCES PROJECT PROPOSAL

Commissioner Dean Sides has signed the Memorandum of Understanding with the Arkansas Center for Data Science.  The apprentices will be hired by companies and paid while in training.  It will operate similar to a technical school.

CONTRACT WITH THE NEWPORT AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The contract for services with the Newport Area Chamber of Commerce designated to provide assistance for very small businesses and self-employed individuals is on hold until more information is available from the Municipal League or until the state gives a waiver to allow the funds to be spent for that purpose. 

AIR CONDITIONER UNITS TO BE REPLACED

The Business Resource Center has a total of six air conditioning units, of which two have been replaced in the past.  At this time two more units need to be replaced.  Each unit is in excess of 20 years old.  Mize Heating & Air Conditioning provided estimates for a 6 ton and a 7.5 ton unit equaling $19,117.35.  Commissioner Benjy Harris made the motion to replace both the air conditioning units with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

CERTIFIED SITES WITH ARKANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES

Arkansas Electric Cooperatives is looking for a location for a certified site with at least a 100 acres and 500 acre maximum.  A Phase I, environmental and technical surveys will need to be done on the property.  One possible location is on Commerce Drive across from the Newport Elementary School.  Director Chadwell feels this is not an ideal location for an industry given the proximity to the school.  Another site possibility identified by the Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas is owned by Holden Conner. Director Chadwell will continue to keep everyone informed.

RICE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ROAD PROJECT

Rice Road was in need of repairs for Delta Medical Cannabis to better conduct business.  The project to build the road up and pave it cost $100,000.  The City of Newport allocated the funds to pay for half of the project.  The Newport -Jackson County Industrial Development Bond Board, the Jackson County Industrial Development Corporation, and Newport Industrial Development Association split the cost to pay for the other half of the project.  The NEDC did not put any funding into this project.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, meeting adjourned.




