NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 8, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner
 Lee Scoggins, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Phil McDonald, Jeff Bookout, and Shane Grady.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from May including a correction with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for May. The total liabilities are $19,299.24 to the City of Newport.  One ReNewport grant was given for Cleanworx totaling $2,220.17. The advertising expense for $1,738.30 is for signage for Tech Depot. The total assets are $2,199,418.69. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Potential Prospects
· Prospect Secure Tech
· Arkansas PTAC Ribbon Cutting
· Jeff Bookout ASU-Newport


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· RUSH Motorcycle Group
· New Vision Newport
· Arkansas Economic Developers & Chamber Executives Conference
· Depot Days

RENEWPORT GRANTS

MinnieBells, located at 1020 ½ Third Street in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of replacing doors, windows, and installing a sign. The total cost is $5,224.10 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.  Benjy Harris made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

Upon discussion with Miller-Newell it has been decided that bids for the IT Apprenticeship Center project should wait until this fall to see if building costs fall.

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

A new class started at Tech Depot yesterday for Sebastian Technology.  Class will run Monday-Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the next six weeks. Classes will be run with ASU-Newport as the educational content provider due to their high success rate.  The Arkansas Center for Data Sciences has apprenticeship programs in Fayetteville, Little Rock and now Newport.

AIR CONDITIONING AT TECH DEPOT

The air conditioning unit is out at Tech Depot. Mize Heating & Air Conditioning estimate for two 5 Ton systems in the amount of $18,577.13.  Director Chadwell is looking for another estimate. Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to replace the air conditioning unit for no more than $18,577.13 with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ISSUE

All parties filed responses to the lawsuit and feel that they have no responsibility for what occurred.  Currently, Good Day Farms operates out of Pine Bluff.  Upon discussion with the commission Director Chadwell will discuss a secondary lawsuit with David Couch for the land.

PROSPECT SECURE TECH

Prospect Secure Tech is close to signing a contract and locating in Newport.  The prospect will employ 22 full time employees and rent a facility in Newport. Director Chadwell would like to offer the incentive of $3,000 per employee and a $500 bonus is the employee resides in Jackson County. The incentive can be used for renovation costs and rent for the first year for the company. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion for a job creation grant in the amount of $66,000 with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. abstained from the vote.


PROSPECT REE

Prospect REE is looking to acquire the 76 acres of the Certified Industrial Site to create 100 jobs with an average salary of $100,000 per job.  Director Chadwell would need to reach out to the EDA about a grant to reestablish the rail lines. Their grants typically require a twenty percent matching grant which would be approximately $1.4 million.

MOU WITH JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Jackson County Historical Society has James Morgan papers that have been organized and digitized.  The historical society would like to form the James Morgan History and Genealogy Research Room.  Phil McDonald stated on behalf of the Jackson County Historical Society that they would like to have a space close to the library or the courthouse. This would allow the community better access for research. The historical society would like to enter in an MOU with the NEDC to use the former prosecutor’s office space in exchange for $200 a month to be paid toward utilities.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to enter in a MOU with the Jackson County Historical Society as long at the NEDC is not liable for materials.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins seconded the motion, motion carried.

SALES TAX AND UNEMPLOYMENT UPDATE

Sales Tax collection is up this month at $87,145.48 up 14% year to date.   The other good news is the unemployment rate is at 5% for Jackson County and the average earnings per job for Jackson County is $51,400.

JOB FAIR

The Newport Economic Development Commission will hold a Job Fair at the Business Resource Center on Thursday, June 24, from 12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Expanded unemployment benefits expire on June 26.

ARKANSAS PROCUREMENT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER

Earlier this month a ribbon cutting was held for Arkansas PTAC.  Debra will host a workshop on Friday, June 18, highlighting ways for small businesses to work with the government. The NEDC and the Chamber is encouraging all local businesses to attend.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott Foushee, meeting adjourned.




