NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, September 10, 2020
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides (Telephone), Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Nyesha Greer, Dr. Sandra Massey, Lee Scoggins, Scott Foushee, Dave Kajikawa and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Phil McDonald, Frank Hern, Ann Hern, Cherry Johnson, Tommy Okada and Shane Grady.

OPEN MEETING

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the meeting. On behalf of the commission Jim Gowen Sr. thanked Commissioner Dave Kajikawa for his service.  Commissioner Kajikawa will return to Tokyo on October 2, 2020.   Commissioner Kajikawa introduced Tommy Okada to the commission.  Tommy Okada will be the president and CEO of Arkansas Steel Associates.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for August was given. Website development by the Emory Group was paid $7,600 which is half the expense for the new website.  Retail Strategies was continued another year for $15,000.  Retail Strategies facilitated in bringing Cobblestone Inn and Factory Connection to Newport. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Dave Kajikawa, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Dtech Park Website Zoom Meeting
· Clinton School Team 
· Ritter Communications
· Arkansas Electric Cooperatives 

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Arkansas Clean Up
· Depot Days Festival
· Ribbon Cutting Andrew Roach

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Fletcher Surveying Inc., located at 212 Third Street in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of signage.  The total cost is $4,200 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,100.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins, made the motion to approve the grant with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

AIMS GRANT FOR NEWPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Newport School District received a $25,000 grant for AIMS training for teachers at NHS from the NEDC last year.  The school district would like to continue this program due to the success from the program.  With budget issues related to COVID the Newport School District has requested a grant in the amount of $7,500 since their current budget will only allow them to spend $17,500.  Dr. Sandra Massey made the motion to provide a grant to the Newport School District for $7,500 with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried. 

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

The ribbon cutting for Tech Depot will be at 10:00 a.m. on September 16, 2020.  The Governor Asa Hutchinson and Mike Preston will be in attendance.  Director Chadwell is encouraging the commission to attend.  The event will be held outside.  Masks and social distancing are required.  A signing event will be held inside for the apprentices and class should begin on September 28, 2020.  The Depot will need equipment and furniture purchased.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to allocate $30,000 to purchase furniture and equipment for the Tech Depot with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

IT PARK PROJECT

The Newport Downtown Technology Park will be unveiled at the ribbon cutting for the Tech Depot. The new website will include the IT Park and the Tech Depot.  Director Chadwell would like the commission to start thinking about if signage is needed for the Tech Depot and/or DTech Park coming into downtown Newport.  Also, would the commission like to offer any incentives for companies that would like to locate a technology-based business in Newport.  The incentives would be good for a location anywhere in Newport.  

ARKANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CERTIFIED SITE

Director Chadwell and Commissioner Scott Foushee are working on a certified site for Farmers Electric.  A location is being looked at currently and if it is feasible then the property owners will be contacted.

SALES TAX UPDATE

Director Chadwell announced that the sales tax continues to be up each month.  The sales tax is up 16% from this time last year.

UNEMPLOYMENT UPDATE

The unemployment rate for Jackson County is staying steady at 8.5%.  It was at 9.5% so the unemployment rate is slowly coming down.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS TOUR

The First Impressions Tour report has been shared with the commission, DRIVE and the Chamber of Commerce board.  Three people from Stuttgart visited Newport and gave their first impression of Newport. Four people from Newport visited Stuttgart and compiled a similar report.  It gives Newport a chance to see how visitors view our town.

CLINTON SCHOOL TEAM
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Director of Economic Development and Chamber Director Julie Allen met with the Clinton School Team by ZOOM meeting.  The team will be interviewing women to see what the barriers are preventing from being in the workforce. They will give a final report on their findings along with examples of how similar communities are addressing these issues.

2020 CENSUS

The count for the 2020 Census will end on September 30, 2020.  The Independent will have an ad running this week and next week with the website, phone number and the response rate deadline. The response rate is currently at 50.7%.  The response rate at the last Census count was 60%.  Enumerators are canvasing neighborhoods. It is estimated that $1,500 per year for each of the next ten years is lost per person not counted.

ADJOURNED

Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.



