NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, February 9, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Nyesha Greer, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady, Cherry Johnson, Phil McDonald, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from January with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The sales tax for January which was collected in November continues to remain steady.  The properties on 1407 Holden Ave and 1813 Hines Street remain as assets.  The NEDC has one ReNewport grant for Jones Home Furnishing for $2,382.19.  CD’s will be up for renewal at a lower rate.  It will go from 1.09% to .2%.  The instalment for the new website was paid in the amount of $5,514.  The total expenditures are $31,059.80. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Legislative Bills
· LeadAR 2022
· Equipment Upgrade
· White River Port Project
· Arkansas State Chamber Meeting
· Prospects

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Arkansas Scholars
· Cobblestone Hotel &Suites Ribbon Cutting
· Clinton School
· Chamber Executive Board
· Booking for Festival Events
· Motorcycle Group Tour

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

ASU-Newport and Sebastian Technologies have classes running smoothly at Tech Depot.  ADWORC is looking to start classes that will train individuals with limited work experience.  It will combine computer skills and soft skills. ASU-Newport is looking to add Microsoft Office, Excel and OSHA training.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

The bid for construction on Tech Depot should go out around April 15, 2021 with bid opening in May.  In that event construction can begin in June.

ACT WORKREADY COMMUNITY

The ACT WorkReady program has been on hold due to COVID.  Testing for unemployed worker and business signed up for the program are on track.  Testing for high school students is the area for improvement. Jeff Bookout is working on becoming an ACT Job Profiler.  AN ACT Job Profiler can be used as an incentive for prospective companies.  It would allow employers to advertise for bronze, silver and gold ACT certified employees.  

PROJECT SECURE TECH

Project Secure Tech is looking at occupying 3,000 sq feet inside the NEDC.  The estimated cost to renovate the inside of the Building Resource Center is $100,000.  Secure Tech would pay rent to the NEDC.   The committee to oversee the project was appointed by Chair Dean Sides and is composed of Scott Foushee, Nyesha Greer, and Dean Sides. 



NEWPORT DRAG STRIP

The Newport Drag Strip has not been in operation for the last year.  After three years, if the drag strip is not in operation it can not be recertified by the state. Currently the State of Arkansas is not certifying new drag strips. There is a group interested in using the drag strip.  Chair Dean Sides appointed Benjy Harris, Mike Turner and Lee Scoggins to that committee.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ISSUE

Director Chadwell has sent a letter to the Medical Marijuana Commission requesting to be heard at the next Medical Marijuana Commission.  The NEDC is asking for the sale to be reversed or to deny the transfer of the facility to Pine Bluff.  The twenty-five million from the licensing is should also viewed as profit for the purpose of fulfilling the obligations in the original application.  David Couch has been retained as an attorney.  Currently, the NEDC has not been added to the agenda. 

WEBSITE UPGRADE

The new website should go live by the end of February.  It will be user friendly and better organized.

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM GRANT APPLICATION

The AEDC awards grants according to their scoring. Newport Economic Development Commission has applied for a grant for an outdoor classroom.  The NEDC will close on the building on Walnut Street March 1, which is where the outdoor classroom will be located.  The building will need to be removed and paved.  Partnering with the Jackson County Library for the outdoor classroom will enable the community to use WiFi from the library to do job searches or classwork during the pandemic.    

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

House Bill 1280 will allow for the commission to go into executive session to discuss details about prospects.  Just to be aware there is a bill that would make private business financials subject to FOI if they reach a certain level of business with local, state, and federal governments.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Commissioner Scott Foushee, meeting adjourned.




