NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, April 13, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Nyesha Greer, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Phil McDonald, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A correction of the minutes of a $7,500 ReNewport Grant needs to be changed to a Training Grant.  Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from March including the correction with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for March. One Training Grant was given in the amount of $7,500 to Newport High School for AIMS training. The expense of the Property Transformation Project total $27,524.80 for the building on 210 Walnut to be demolished. $14,500 total will be recouped from the City of Newport, DRIVE, and Seeds of Faith.  Director Chadwell presented a Sales Tax-Cash Flow Chart which shows increased revenue over last year. Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Prospect Visit
· Prospect Zoom
· Tech Depot
· Microsoft Solutions Office
· Newport Website Zoom Meeting
· AR Senate Insurance and Commerce Committee
· Searcy Chamber of Commerce
· Clinton School Team
· Mid-South Basic Economic Development

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Blue Bridge Brews & Bakery Ribbon Cutting
· Cobblestone Hotel &Suites Ribbon Cutting
· Senior Send Off
· Chamber Banquet Planning Meeting
· Monster Nights Downtown Entertainment Series
· Arkansas Scholars

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

Director Chadwell is looking to work with local industry to build the employment base in Newport through Tech Depot. Several careers are in high demand for the area, such as Industrial Electrician, Industrial Maintenance, and IT.  Director Chadwell would like to form a training package for local businesses to recruit new industry to Newport.  Jeff Bookout with ASU-Newport is in the process of certifying as a ACT Work Ready Profiler.  This will be an asset for companies to be able to know which ACT certifications are required for particular jobs and better match applicant’s skills to available jobs.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Tech Depot construction plans are in process.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ISSUE

Attorney David Couch has filed the lawsuit at the Jackson County Courthouse last Monday. A response is required within ten days.  Several papers have published excerpts from the lawsuit.

WEBSITE UPGRADE

Once the Chamber Directory is working properly, the new website will go live.


NEWPORT DRAG STRIP PROPOSAL

Commissioners Benjy Harris, Mike Turner and Lee Scoggins headed a committee to look into the new prospect for the Drag Strip.  The prospect will need a return road and a parking area to open back up.  New concession stands and tower will be built as well.  The track will be kept clean and insured.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion for the NEDC to allot up to $100,000 to build the road and parking lot for the Drag Strip with a $15,000 yearly lease until monetary expenses have been recouped. After which the lease will be $5,000.  Commissioner Benjy Harris seconded the motion, motion carried.

PROSPECT DATA

A Data Processing center is looking at Newport for a data processing center up to 250 computers.  Director Chadwell has put the prospect in contact with Farmers Electric and Entergy. The technicians will go through training at Tech Depot.

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

Senate Bill 622 enhances crime on special status due to Hate Crimes.  Arkansas is the only state not to have a hate crimes bill. Senate Bill 335 is an act to amend the law concerning Eminent Domain.  It would allow cities to clean up abandoned property and resale it.  It has passed the Senate and going to the House.  This would be faster than the condemnation process.  A bill is before the Governor to sign that would allow small batch distilleries to promote their own product. 

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Commissioner Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.



