NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 14, 2020
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Scott Foushee, Dave Kajikawa, Benjy Harris, Nyesha Greer and Dr. Sandra Massey.

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, and Shane Grady.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for June was given.  An expense of $3,680 was for site certification. The liabilities to the city of Newport total $18,679.69.  The capital account increased by $33,148.07 for the month and the Operations account increased by $5,080.31.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Six prospects for 2020




DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Depot Days Festival
· Tony Bradley, McPherson Unit
· Iberiabank is now First Horizon
· AEDCE Conference 
· New Vision Newport Last Session & Graduation


RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants.

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

The Arkansas Center for Data Sciences along with Director Chadwell has been looking for a location for the IT apprenticeship.  The city of Newport has agreed to let the NEDC to use the Depot for the IT Training Center without any rent.  The NEDC would be responsible for the cost of utilities and insurance.  Ritter is looking at the cost to put fiber into the depot.  The depot could have fiber immediately with a 500 mb/200 mb by September and a 1gb/1gb by February. A call center is considering Newport with the prospect of having fiber and the IT apprenticeship academy.  The prospect is doing labor market research to see if the project is feasible. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]IT TECHNOLOGY PARK PROJECT

The IT apprenticeship center will be called Tech Depot and the technology park will be branded as DTech Park.  Logos have been designed to promote the project.  The governor will be invited to do a ribbon cutting for the center.

SALES TAX UPDATE

Director Jon Chadwell has spoken with the State of Arkansas to determine that sales tax figures are two months behind.  The figures that are reported in June are collected in April.  The sales tax figures are up 7% to date.  

UNEMPLOYMENT UPDATE

The unemployment rate for the State of Arkansas is at 9.5%.  The unemployment rate for Newport is also at 9.5%.  The unemployment rate is based on where you live, not based upon where you work.  Our industries have not had any shut down due to COVID 19.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS TOUR

The First Impressions Tour is a project between the Arkansas State Chamber and the University of Central Arkansas.  In this pilot program two communities will visit each other and give the first impressions of the town. Nyesha Greer, Lee Scoggins, Julie Allen and Director Chadwell visited Stuttgart.   After compiling information for the day and checking social media for the town the information was compiled and given to UCA. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. suggested that we could do a self-evaluation of Newport as well.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTADMINISTRATION GRANT MATCH

Director Chadwell and Mayor David Stewart have applied for the Economic Development Administration Grant.  The grant would be for $2.5 million and the NEDC would match the grant for $625,000.  The building would be12,000 square feet.  It is a noncompetitive grant so it will be an evaluation process that we could know if approved the end of July and the end of August. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve the $625,000 to match the EDA grant if approved with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY GRANT

The Delta Regional Authority Grant could be for $150,000 to $1.5 million if approved.  It would be spent within three years to cover cost of supplies, insurance, furniture, utilities and other supplies.  It would not cover construction costs.  Director Chadwell asked the commission to consider using the $30,000 that was previously approved by the commission for the IT center as a match for this grant. Commissioner Benjy Harris made the motion to use the $30,000 for the Delta Regional Authority with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

PROSPECT MOVE 2012

Prospect Move 2012 is looking at Newport and two other communities.  The prospect is interested in the Capitol Wire building.  Director Chadwell is getting quotes for a new roof and skin for the building from Eddy Scoggins.  The prospect would like to lease the building rather than purchase it and the lease would cover all financing costs. The prospect anticipates hiring 100 people in the first three years.

PPP LOANS IN JACKSON COUNTY

Jackson County received 229 PPP loans that totaled $11 to $12 million.  The business will have twenty-four weeks to use the PPP Loan.

CLINTON SCHOOL TEAM

Newport has been approved for a Clinton School Team.  The team plans to interview women from Jackson County who are not participating in the workforce to develop a picture of the barriers that prevent women from participating.  Jackson County has a high percentage of women that are currently not participating in the workforce.  Potentially this project could bring more women back into the workforce.  The project would increase the local workforce which would be a positive for industrial recruitment.

2020 CENSUS

The count for the 2020 Census ends on October 31, 2020.  The response rate is currently at 48.2%.  The response rate at the last Census count was 60%.  Mary Margret Jackson is the census representative for Jackson County.  The complete count committee is working to improve the response rate and enumerations will start on August 11.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.


