NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 11, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Cherry Johnson, Phil McDonald, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from April with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for April. The total liabilities are $19,067.62 to the City of Newport.  The total assets are $2,143,572.07.  One ReNewport was given in the amount of $2,453.26 to Blue Bridge Brews & Bakery.  Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Legislative Review
· MOST
· Perry Jackson, Arkansas Department Workforce Services
· Lawanda Troutman, Shearer’s Snacks


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Chamber Banquet Picnic in the Park
· Arkansas Scholars Presentations 8th grade & eligible 11th grade
· Arkansas Scholars Cookout
· PTAC Ribbon Cutting

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Neighborhood Cleaners, located at 101 Lindley Drive in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of paving of the parking lot.  The total cost is $4,500 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,250.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

KEEP NEWPORT BEAUTIFUL BY CHERRY JOHNSON

Cherry Johnson spoke on the behalf of City Beautiful Commission looking for suggestions on assistance to help clean up Newport.  City Beautiful Commission just hosted the first Toss and Eat Cleanup, picking up eight tons of trash.  Chamber Director Julie Allen suggest that New Vision could use this as a potential project. Discussion was held over possible ideas.  Unfortunately, Senate Bill 335 did not pass the house. The bill would have made it easier for cities to eliminate blighted property.

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

Tech Depot classes are completed for this semester but will resume May 15.  Sebastian Technologies is setting up to hold classes at Tech Depot as well with curriculum from ASU-Newport.  Microsoft classes will start at Tech Depot this fall.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Tech Depot construction plans are being finalized.  Director Chadwell is looking at applying for three grants that could be used for operating costs of Tech Depot.  White River Planning and Development will assist with one grant.  Arkansas Workforce Services plan to be proactive and push classes for Tech Depot to help train employees for the workforce.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ISSUE

Attorney David Couch has filed the lawsuit at the Jackson County Courthouse.  Good Day Farms filed a response stating that the lawsuit has no merit.  No other parties have responded thus far. 

WEBSITE UPGRADE

Once the Chamber Directory is working properly, the new website will go live.


NEWPORT DRAG STRIP PROPOSAL

Scott Cooper representing the Newport Drag Strip made a proposal to the A & P Tax Commission and is receiving $25,000 to assist with paving the return road that the drag strip needs.  Director Chadwell met with Mayor and Scott Mears to discuss the proper way to construct the road.

PROSPECT SECURE TECH

Prospect Secure Tech visited Newport last week and are close to securing a contract. The Prospect will employ up to 20 employees to start and they will be trained at Tech Depot.

ARKANSAS PROCUREMENT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER

PTAC employees visited the Newport Economic Development Commission to look at what office space inside the Business Resource Center would best suit the companies needs. Debra Garcia will be the employee working inside the Business Resource Center.  She will be assisting with research and compliance codes for businesses in Newport.  Debra is looking to relocate to Newport as well.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Commissioner Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.



