NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, December 8, 2020
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner (Phone), Nyesha Greer (Phone), Dr. Sandra Massey (Phone), Lee Scoggins, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee (Phone) and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady, Cherry Johnson and Frank Hern.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from November 10 and November 24 with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for November was given. The properties 1407 Holden Ave and 1813 Hines Street from the Property Transformation Project total $2,087.83.  The note from the city of Diaz has been paid in the amount of $9,975.02. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.  


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· ASU-Newport Chancellor Search
· Natural State Wellness
· Prospects
· Cobblestone Hotel opens December 28, 2020
DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Old Gas Station Bar & Grill
· New Vision Newport Class 17 Graduation Deliveries
· Shop Til Ya Drop
· 2021 Chamber Budget
· Christmas Parade December 10,2020

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Blue Bridge Brews & Bakery, located at 2600A Doyle Street in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of a new sign, landscaping, and awning.  The total cost is $5,575 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.  Jones Home Furnishings, located at 419 Malcolm Ave. in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of a new sign.  The total cost is $5,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve both ReNewport Grants with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

NATURAL STATE WELLNESS

Natural State Wellness sold their license to Good Day Farms.  Good Day Farms has been granted a transfer to move to Pine Bluff per the Medical Marijuana Commission.  Director Chadwell has been in contact with Natural State Wellness and Good Day Farms along with City Attorney John Pettie.  John Pettie is considering filing a quiet title action by the end of the week at the Jackson County Courthouse.

TECH DEPOT PROJECT

The first class is in session for Tech Depot.  Mark Hannon is the instructor from ASU-Newport and excited to be in the classroom.  Arkansas Center for Data Science is lining up students for the next class.  Tech Depot has resulted in new prospects for Newport.

PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION PROJECT

Jerry Walker has removed the old DHS building.  The city of Newport owns the property and can be used for parking.

PROSPECT 2027 – PROSPECT BREWS III

Blue Bridge Brews & Bakery will officially open on January 2, 2021. Until then they are using an app called Toast that allows you to order and pick up from the drive thru window.  

PROSPECT 2031 – PROSPECT SPARKLE RFP

Prospect Sparkle is a company in the manufacturing sector.  It is looking for a certified site with 20 to 30 acres.  Potentially it could hire up to 106 employees and would be their first American facility.  The NEDC has completed a Request for Proposal at the request of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission.
PROSPECT 2020 – PROSPECT SECURE TECH VISIT

Prospect Secure Tech visited Newport last Thursday.  Director Chadwell and Chairman Dean Sides discussed potential needs for the prospect to locate in Newport.  Miller Newell is looking at what building could be retrofitted to accommodate the company.

PROSPECT 2020 – PROSPECT POWER

Prospect Power is a company that is leasing a warehouse space in the community.  The project will be under construction in 2022 and it will benefit the Jackson County School District with the Pilot agreement pursuant to the usage of an Act 9 Bond.

PROSPECT 2032 – PROSPECT PROTECTION

Prospect Protection is a small start up company working with AEDC and a consultant.  The prospect may locate in a commercial area. They are in line for a major contract.

RETAIL STRATEGIES PROSPECT EATS

The prospect signed a Letter of Intent on a local building.  They are working on getting environmental reports completed on the location.  By April or May they will be looking to purchase and retrofit the building if the environmental reports are acceptable.  They would like to stay anonymous till they do so.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Commissioner Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.



