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COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Scott Foushee, Dave Kajikawa, Benjy Harris and Dr. Sandra Massey.

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, and John Casteel.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for January was given. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Tony’s Italian Restaurant
· Natural State Wellness
· Delta Medical Cannabis
· International Economic Development Conference
· Cobblestone Hotel and Suites Groundbreaking

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Pot of Gold, March 14
· New Chamber member T n M Party Rentals
· Kids Fest, May 16
· AEDCE Board
· Robin Acutt, Magical Elves Producer

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Delta Risk Management, located at 416 A Second Street in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of a new sign.  The total cost is $1,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $500.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., made the motion to approve the grant with a second by Lee Scoggins, Motion carried.

ACT WORKREADY COMMUNITY BOOTCAMP 2

Director Jon Chadwell will leave this afternoon for the next ACT Work Ready Community training. 

PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION

The deeds to 1407 Holden, 1813 Hines Street and 812 Third Street has been received from the State of Arkansas.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion for $17,000 to be used to clean up the three properties with a second from Lee Scoggins.

ARKANSAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION LUNCHEON

The Arkansas Economic Development Foundation Luncheon will be April 21.  Lee Scoggins made a motion to be a silver sponsor for $5,000 with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

WEB SITE REBUILD

Director Jon Chadwell has looked at Revize Website to improve Newport’s online presence.  Revize is a web service that specializes in government entities.  The first year would cost $13,584.  The second year would cost $3,475.  Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to update Newport website with Revize with a second from Lee Scoggins.

ELECTRIFY AMERICA/ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING STATION

Director Chadwell applied to become an electric car service station.  Although, Newport was not selected Director Chadwell will continue to look into the possibility of having a charging station.



CERTIFIED SITE PROCESS

Director Jon Chadwell is still working with Tandee White and JD Lowery to certify the Mega Site and the forty acre triangle site.  A meeting will be set up with the new director and historical evaluator to see where in the process we are to get the sites certified.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott Foushee, meeting adjourned.


