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COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris, Dr. Sandra Massey, and Nyesha Greer.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. and Dave Kajikawa

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, and Cherry Johnson.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for February was not available.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Director Chadwell will sit on the Unity Health Harris Medical Center Advisory Board
· Eight prospects for the year
· Arkansas Development Finance Authority Board

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Pot of Gold, March 14
· Gordmans Ribbon Cutting, May 19
· Kids Fest, May 16
· New Vision Newport at Arkansas Steel
· Production Scouts for Disney Chanel Kids Series

RENEWPORT GRANTS

2 Chicks Florist, located at 1014 Malcom Avenue in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of repainting the building.  The total cost is $7,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.  Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve the grant with a second by Nyesha Greer, Motion carried.

PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION

The property on 812 Third Street has a basement that is deeper than originally evaluated.  It will cost more to fill in the basement.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion for $3,000 to complete the clean-up with second from Dr. Sandra Massey, Motion carried.

MEGA SITE PROCESS

Director Chadwell met with Tandee White from Entergy and Eric Mills with the Arkansas Department of Heritage to discuss the certification of the Mega Site.  Upon the suggestion of Mr. Mills, Director Chadwell will ask the Corps of Engineers to do a Section 106 Historical Clearance.  The Historical Clearance could then be sent the State.  

ARKANSAS CENTER FOR DATA SCIENCES PROJECT PROPOSAL

G.B. Cazes with the governor office is working on a proposal to bring IT properties into rural areas.  This proposal will bring IT workers and training to Newport with the potential to market IT services to companies.  This proposal will focus on Basic IT, Data Analyst and Cyber Security.  The estimated cost to the NEDC for the project is $30,000 over the course of two years for rent and utilities.  The cost to take the course is unknown at this time.  Director Chadwell will arrange a meeting for the Commission with G.B. Cazes to answer further questions that the Commission may have.  

AIRBASE PROPERTY ACQUISITION PROPOSAL

Director Chadwell is in discussion with the Newport Airport Commission to secure the property where the Newport Dragstrip is located.  The property is the entrance for the Certified Site and industrial prospects has had issue with the appearance of the property.  Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to purchase the 33.33 acres for $5,000 an acre for a total of $166,650 with a 90 day call that may be exercised at any time.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner seconded the motion, Motion carried.

ACT WORK READY COMMUNITIES PROCESS

Director Chadwell and Jeff Bookout with ASU-Newport attended the second bootcamp to become an ACT Work Ready Community.  The NEDC in collaboration with ASU-Newport are working to streamline the process for individuals to get ACT Work Ready Certification.
CERTIFIED SITE PROCESS

A Phase I and a Geo-Technical survey will need to be done to certify the triangle properties.  Director Chadwell will check with the Corps of Engineers to do a 106 Historical clearance as well. The estimate is $8,000 to certify each property with $25,000 left in the budget for certifying sites.

ADJOURNED

Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, meeting adjourned.



