NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 12, 2020
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris, Dr. Sandra Massey, and Nyesha Greer (telephone).

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Dave Kajikawa

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen (telephone), Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady and Phil McDonald.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from April with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for April was given.  The sales tax update was presented showing a 10% increase in March and 4.1% increase overall year to date.  Director Chadwell made note that the two air conditioning units has been replaced by Mize Heating and Air for $18,566.10.  Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to approve the financials for April with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.

RENEWPORT GRANTS

K & S Storage, located at 2408 Hwy 367 North in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of building renovation.  The total cost is $6,940 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.  Commissioner Scott Foushee, made the motion to approve the grant with a second by Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Motion carried.




PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION

Director Chadwell is in negotiations with David Breckenridge for the property on 1813 Hines Street.  The city inspector is looking at additional properties to be cleaned up.  The rental properties built by Andy Needham are doing well therefore he has decided to build more properties on Warner and Congress Streets.
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ARKANSAS CENTER FOR DATA SCIENCES PROJECT PROPOSAL

The Arkansas Center for Data Sciences has contacted business that would have interest in Information Technology employees.  The Arkansas Center for Data Sciences has listed the apprenticeship on Indeed.com to gather prospective workers for the project.   The apprenticeship can start online then move towards the classroom as COVID 19 passes.

CERTIFIED SITES WITH ARKANSAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES

Arkansas Electric Cooperatives is still looking for a Certified Site in Newport.  Director Chadwell, along with Commissioner Scott Foushee, is consulting a map to see what property would be available in Arkansas Electric Cooperatives territory.

ACT WORK READY COMMUNITIES

The Department of Workforce Services is closed due to COVID 19 which prevents ACT Work Ready testing.   The deadline to meet goals towards becoming ACT Work Ready Community has been extended for six months.  Newport has exceeded the goal on supportive businesses.

DRIVE UPDATE

The Monster Nights Downtown Entertainment Series has moved all May events to July.  The Delta Arts Festival and Kids Fest is canceled.  Artsy Fridays will be added to the Downtown Entertainment Series.  Artsy Fridays will be a pop-up art show for artists to sell and display their work along with music in local venues.  Wifi transmitters has been ordered so that Movies in the Park and Concerts can become a Drive In.  

COMMISSIONERS REAPPOINTED

Commissioners Benjy Harris, Dave Kajikawa and Dr. Sandra Massey has been reappointed to the Newport Economic Development Commission Board by the Newport City Council until 2025.

SOLAR ARRAY OPPORTUNITY I

A company has contacted Director Chadwell interested in 15 acres located at the Industrial Park for a solar array that would benefit a regional organization.  The Industrial Park would still have 51 acres and still qualify as a Certified Site.  Since, the Site has limited height clearance it might be feasible for a Solar Array. A local company in Newport is looking for 25 acres and does not want an Industrial Revenue Bond, which would mean more tax revenue for the Newport School District.

SOLAR ARRAY OPPORTUNITY II

A national company is looking for 300 to 1,000 acres for a solar array with a major electrical user. The company would want Industrial Revenue Bonds and abatement.  Arkansas has favorable laws for solar arrays.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.




