NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 8, 2024
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, and Lee Scoggins.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyehsa Greer, Dr. Johnny Moore, and Tommy Okada.

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, Assistant Director of Business and Financial Services Crystal Fulmer, Charles Walker, Cherry Johnson, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting and greeted all guests.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from September, with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for September. Hope Place Newport received a non-profit grant in the amount of $10,000 from medical marijuana funds. $5,011.00 to ASU Newport was for instructors that taught at Tech Depot for summer camps. Director Jon Chadwell presented the current list of sales tax and obligations for the NEDC.  Sales tax is only down two percent overall. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for September with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Kenny Falwell, Quorum Court
· ASUN Housing Meeting
· David Gates, Newport Housing Authority
· Mathew Pyle
· Community Leadership Meeting
· World Wildlife Fund, Delta Ag Alliance
DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Kids Fest, October 12
· Trashiest Team, October 17, 18, 19
· First Community Bank Open House, October 22
· The Vault Business After Hours, October 22
· Festival of Trees
· Newport Christmas Parade, December 12

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None Currently

CHILDCARE FACILITY

The new childcare facility will be run by A-State and they will be at the career fair today at Tech Depot. The Newport School District will pay for the pest control and is charging rent in the amount of $1 per year. Unity Health will do routine maintenance and buff the floors twice a year. The City of Newport and Jackson County are assisting with the sidewalks being installed.  The facility still needs four sinks, two doors and two half walls constructed. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion for up to $25,000 to be allocated for construction for the A-State Greyhound Child Development Center with a second by Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.

DRIVESMART TRIP

DriveSmart will have the Newport logo on the Kyle Weatherman race car on October 25 and 26 Infinity Playoff Race in Florida. Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion for Jon Chadwell to attend the race and the NEDC paying expenses for room and flight with a second by Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

NOVEMBER COMMISSION MEETING DATE CHANGE

Director Jon Chadwell has a speaking engagement on the regular commission meeting date. Lee Scoggins made a motion for the Newport Economic Development Commission to move the meeting date to Thursday, November 14 with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried.

RETAIL ACADEMY

The Newport Economic Development Commission has a grant with AEDC to use Retail Strategies for a match of $500. Jon Chadwell, Julie Allen, and Christel Taylor will attend a training in Conway on November 13. In addition, Newport is invited to a retail trade show.




75 STRONG

75 Strong is a new entrepreneurial program designed to assist young entrepreneurs.  Most businesses fail within the first five years. 75 Strong would build a database of entrepreneurs and mentors for better success. Jon Chadwell, Christel Taylor, and Charles Walker have applied to be a Entrepreneurial Development Professionals for the program.

B2SCALE GRANT WITH CORI

Jon Chadwell is working on the Build to Scale Grant and it is due on October 27. The grant will help provide services and assist with developing a curriculum for entrepreneurship.

INDUSTRIAL GREENHOUSE

Wayne Menley with Miller Newell will coordinate with FARCO and Entergy for repairs on the Industrial Greenhouse. 

AEDC SITE DEVELOPMENT GRANT

Director Jon Chadwell will know on the AEDC Site Development Grant soon.

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

The Arkansas Department of Correction starts a new Training Academy on October 14, with sixty cadets signed up for the academy.

CHILDCARE FACILITY

The new prospect for the childcare facility has scheduled to meet with the commission on September 24, at 2:00. Jon Chadwell asked the commissioners to mark their calendar for the meeting and is looking forward to the facility being able to open as soon as possible due to the lack of childcare in Newport. 

NEW DOWNTOWN PARKING LOT

A DRA Grant has been applied for the parking lot on Third and Laurel.

P3 GROUP HOUSING UPDATE

The NEDC hosted a Housing Stakeholder Meeting with over 40 in attendance. A community meeting was held in addition to the Stakeholder Meeting to answer any concerns that the community may have over the new housing subdivision.




NEW WAREHOUSING TENANT IN 7301 VICTORY

Bad Boy Mowers out of Batesville is leasing a third of the building that was once the General Cable building for warehousing. 

PROSPECT RICE STRAW

Prospect Rice Straw continues to work with Summit Utilities to upgrade a six-line for 4,400 feet. The quote is $860,000. All parties are in negotiations for a contract. Mike Preston is working with AEDC to see if Community Development Block Grant Funds could be available. 

PROSPECT CRUSH

Prospect Crush is looking to purchase the old southern oil cotton site.

PROSPECT SPLICE

Prospect Splice has visited and is interested in Newport. Jon Chadwell has put Prospect Splice in contact with a Business Development manager at AEDC.

PROSPECT BURN

Director Chadwell has assisted Prospect Burn with a Business Manager at AEDC.

PROSPECT SAVE

Prospect Save is a local industry that Jon Chadwell is assisting currently.

STAFF TRAVEL

Jon Chadwell will be on vacation starting October 15 - October 18. Jon will be traveling to Florida for DriveSmart on October 24-26. Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration will have a retreat on October 30-31, that Jon will be attending. Then Jon Chadwell, Julie Allen, and Christel Taylor will be attending Retail Academy on November 13.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott 
Foushee, meeting adjourned.

