NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, September 10, 2024
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, Tommy Okada, Nyesha Greer, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Chairman Dean Sides and Lee Scoggins

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the meeting and greeted all guests.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from August, with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for September. An Industry Grant for Gen 4 totaled $75,000. Property Transformation was $150. A ReNewport Grant for Bratcher Real Estate for $2,210.10. Gateway CASA received a non-profit grant from Medical Marijuana in the amount of $10,000. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for September with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Gen 4 Jets
· New Housing Subdivision
· David Gates, Newport Housing Authority
· ASUN Student Housing
· Jane English
· AEDCE


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· New Vision Newport Retreat
· Depot Days, September 13 & September 14
· KidsFest, October 12
· ASBTDC Small Business Consulting

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None Currently

BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATURES

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to remove Courtney Baker from NEDC bank accounts and to add Christel Taylor to signature cards with a second by Benjy Harris, motion carried.

BUILDING ALTERATIONS TECH DEPOT 

Director Jon Chadwell got an estimate from Wayne Menley with Miller-Newell to close the tops of the ceilings at Tech Depot. The work will be done by Province Construction with an estimated cost of $47,652. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to allocate half of the cost from NEDC with a second by Benjy Harris, motion carried.

RETAIL ACADEMY

A grant is available to use the services of Retail Strategies, which has been successful for Newport in the past. Retail Strategies assisted with securing the Cobblestone Hotel and with Factory Connections. Nyesha Greer made a motion to apply for a grant to use the services of Retail Strategies with a second by Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried.

INDUSTRIAL GREENHOUSE

The electric meters have been turned on at the Industrial Greenhouse. Repairs will need to be made before photos and prospects can tour the building. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to set aside $200,000 of Medical Marijuana Fund to be used for repairs on the Industrial 
Greenhouse with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried.

VIDEO CAMPAIGN FROM MEDICAL MARIJUANA SETTLEMENT FUND

Jon Chadwell has visited with Think Studios to start an advertising campaign to highlight Industry in Newport as well as products made in Newport.  The videos would highlight jobs, industry, local merchandise, local spots, and a photo library. Benjy Harris made a motion for the NEDC to pay for half of the advertising campaign with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried. 

AEDC SITE DEVELOPMENT GRANT
The AEDC Site Development Grant would put a pump station and build a road for the Select Site located at the airbase. The NEDC would be responsible for a $40,000 match for the $375,000 Site Development Grants. Dr. Johnny Moore made a motion to apply for the AEDC Site Development Grant with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

The Arkansas Department of Correction just graduated 38 cadets that completed 6 weeks of training that occurred at Tech Depot. Another training academy begins October 28. The Career Fair will be on October 8 with local businesses still signing up. School groups are visiting the display from the Museum of Discovery, increasing attendance at Tech Depot daily. 

CHILDCARE FACILITY

The new prospect for the childcare facility has scheduled to meet with the commission on September 24, at 2:00. Jon Chadwell asked the commissioners to mark their calendar for the meeting and is looking forward to the facility being able to open as soon as possible with the lack of childcare in Newport. 

NEW DOWNTOWN PARKING LOT

The paperwork is ready to close on the lot for Third and Laurel that will be used for DriveSmart.

DRIVESMART RENOVATION

The plans for the renovation of the Business Resource Center are in final stages to be submitted to EDA.

P3 GROUP HOUSING UPDATE

Newport City Council unanimously approved the rezoning of the property owned by the Newport School District to be used for a housing subdivision. A stakeholder will be held at noon on September 24 located at Tech Depot. A public meeting will be held later in the day at 5:30 p.m. to answer questions that anyone may have.

PROSPECT RICE STRAW

Prospect Rice Straw continues to work with Summit Utilities to upgrade a six-line for 4,400 feet. 

PROSPECT CRUSH

Prospect Crush should submit a letter of intent later this week.



PROSPECT SPLICE

Prospect Splice will be a collaboration with ASU Newport for a production-based work model.

NAVIGATOR SUMMIT

Jon Chadwell will be working on a Navigator Summit for Northeast Arkansas that will be held at Tech Depot.  This will serve as a platform to assist the Hispanic community to integrate skills for the workforce.

STAFF TRAVEL

Jon Chadwell will be in Denver for the IEDC Conference September 15 – September 18. Christel Taylor will be traveling to Morocco for LeadAR Class 20 September 14 – September 24.

ADJOURNED

Nyesha Greer made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott 
Foushee, meeting adjourned.

