NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, August 13, 2024
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Tommy Okada, Chairman Dean Sides, and Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Cherry Johnson, and Charles Walker.

OPEN MEETING

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the meeting and greeted all guests.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from July, with a second by Lee Scoggins, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for August. The commission was presented with a list of sales tax collections and current obligations by the NEDC. The sales tax is only down 2% from the previous year. Surrounding towns have seen a downturn in sales tax collections as well. An accounting error was made on the Assistant Director of Business and Financial Services and is now listed in the proper category of Director of Workforce. Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the financial statements for August with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Chris Province
· Brendan Lowe
· Entergy
· Michael Couch
· Unity Health

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Community Development Institute
· Hall of Fame Banquet
· Access Medical Ribbon Cutting
· NorthStar Clean Energy Event, August 14
· AEDCE Conference in Hot Springs, August 25 - 27

RENEWPORT GRANTS

[bookmark: _Hlk174432068]Bratcher Real Estate located at 732 Malcolm Avenue in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with signage. The total cost is $4,420.20 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,210. The second ReNewport Grant is for the Vault 1916 located at 500 Front Street in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with historic reconstruction. The total cost is $10,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve both ReNewport Grant with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried. 


BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATURES

Nyesha Greer made a motion to remove Courtney Baker from NEDC bank accounts and to add Julie Allen, Crystal Whitmire, and Christel Taylor to signature cards.

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

Tech Depot continues to remain busy.  The Arkansas Department of Corrections is in its fourth week of training with 38 cadets attending.  Another training academy will be held starting in October. Apex Accelerator will be working with small businesses learning to do bid government contracts on Wednesday at Tech Depot. The Planning Commission will be meeting Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. as well and the commission is invited to attend.

DISSOLUTION AGREEMENT WITH EARLY YEARS PLACE

The Early Years Place is closed. A reputable prospect is looking at reopening the business. The dissolution with Emily Burrow was signed on October 8. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion for dissolution with the Early Years Place and Emily Burrow with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

NEW DOWNTOWN PARKING LOT

Director Jon Chadwell has submitted a grant application to the Delta Regional Authority to pave the parking lot on Third and Laurel. It will accommodate 48 parking spaces.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins discussed adding a green space to the lot to make it more visually appealing.


DRIVESMART RENOVATION

Miller-Newell is working on the plans for the renovation for DriveSmart and then will be submitted to the EDA.

NON-PROFIT APPLICATION, OZARK CASA

CASA the Third Judicial District has applied for a non-profit grant from the medical marijuana funds in the amount of $10,000.  All funds will be used for Jackson County to increase volunteers. Commissioner Nyesha Greer made a motion for $10,000 from the medical marijuana settlement for Gateway CASA with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried.

INDUSTRIAL GREENHOUSE

Miller-Newell has submitted a report on what renovations need to be done for the Industrial Greenhouse.  Roof work needs to be done to stop water leaking into the facility and causing further damage. Entergy is working on getting the meters turned back on in order to see to start the cleaning process.

REZONING P3 GROUP HOUSING

The Planning Commission will meet Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. at Tech Depot for rezoning the property for the P3 Housing Group. Everyone is invited to attend. Afterwards the proposal will go to the city council.

PROSPECT RICE STRAW

Prospect Rice Straw has purchased property and needs Summit Utilities to upgrade to a six-inch line for 4,400 feet. Commissioner Scott Foushee is going to share contact information for private contractors that have previously worked with Summit to better serve the industries at the airbase. 

PROSPECT CRUSH

The prospect will look at the Southern Cotton Oil Site possibly next week.

ADJOURNED

Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.

