NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 8, 2024
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowe Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer, Dr. Johnny Moore, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Scott Foushee

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Cherry Johnson, Ann Hearn, and Charles Walker.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from June, with a second by Lee Scoggins, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for June. Director Chadwell presented a list of sales tax collections and current obligations by the NEDC. The sales tax is only down 1% from the previous year. Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the financial statements for June with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Early Childhood Committee
· Prospect Bark
· HIRED Workforce Grant
· Center on Rural Innovation

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· ASBTDC Small Business Consulting, July 11
· Magnificent Me Exhibit Opening, July 13
· NorthStar Clean Energy Event, August 14
· AEDCE Conference in Hot Springs, August 25 - 27

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None currently.

GEN4 JETS INCENTIVE

Gen4 Jets has been operating for a month now at the Newport Municipal Airport in hanger that Gen4 is renting. The project will produce 12 jobs averaging $56,700 and Garrett Lassiter has already started interviews for a scheduler. The company plans to build for their future needs.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion for $75,000 upon the signing of the agreement, $75,000 when the property closes with the loan being forgiven after three years in operation and employment goals. Commissioner Lee Scoggins seconded the motion, motion carried.

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

Today Tech Depot is hosting a Tech Talk featuring UFO Technology Beyond Known Physics. Magnificent Me Day will be Saturday, July 13, and will increase attendance for those visiting Tech Depot. 3D Printing will be July 10 and July 11 and the class is currently at capacity. MicroBit Coding is July 29-31.

INTRODUCE CRYSTAL WHITMIRE, ASSIST DIR, OF BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Crystal Whitmire joined the team June 25 and will be an asset to the team.

EXISTING BUSINESS SURVEY

The Existing Business Survey went out last week. Director Chadwell has received twenty replies so far and is encouraging everyone to reply. 

NEW DOWNTOWN PARKING LOT

The lot on Third and Laurel will be able to accommodate 48 parking spaces. This will be specifically for DriveSmart who will be employing up to 200 individuals. As such White River Planning and Development is working on a DRA Grant to get the lot paved.

WORKFORCE TRAINING GRANT

A Workforce Training Grant has been released with a total of 88 million to be applied for.  ASU Newport will be a community partner and Jon Chadwell submitted a letter of intent yesterday. It will be July 22 before Director Chadwell will know if he is invited to apply.

DRIVESMART RENOVATION

The plans for renovation have been submitted and are waiting for approval in order for construction to start.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

The Early Years Place has passed all inspections and currently has 13 private pay students enrolled.  Emily Burrow, Jon Chadwell, and State partners met to discuss the ability of The Early Years to take vouchers. Once vouchers are approved the Early Years can enroll another 45 students.

AEDCE CONFERENCE

Arkansas Economic Developers & Chamber Executives Conference will be August 25 through August 27. Director Jon Chadwell, Chamber Director Julie Allen and Director of Workforce Christel Taylor will be attending. The NEDC has an extra reservation if anyone on the commission would like to attend, or it will be used for a scholarship for a chamber that may need one.

P3 GROUP HOUSING

Randy Rudisill will submit the application to the zoning commission for the new housing development and then it will go before the city council. 

PROSPECT CRUSH

Prospect Crush is looking at the Southern Cotton Oil Site. The prospect will be in Newport next week.

PROSPECT RESTAURANT

A new restaurant is looking to announce a location in Newport soon. The plans have been submitted to the City of Newport for approval.

ADJOURNED

Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., meeting adjourned.

