NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 11, 2024
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer (phone), Scott Foushee, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Dr. Johnny Moore

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Director of Workforce Christel Taylor, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Cherry Johnson, Ann Hern, and Jason Tarwater.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from May, with a second by Benjy Harris, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for May. Director Chadwell presented a list of sales tax collections and current obligations by the NEDC. Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the financial statements for May with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· DriveSmart
· P3 Housing Group
· Prospect Rice Straw
· Center on Rural Innovation

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Myers-Davis Life Coaching Ribbon Cutting
· Pearl Downtown Ribbon Cutting, June 27
· Grady’s Electrical Ribbon Cutting
· CANdimonium 
· AEDCE Committee Meeting

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None currently.

UTILITY COMPARISON

Director Chadwell presented the commission with a utility comparison sheet for Tech Depot and the Business Resource Center. Chairman Dean Sides would like this report quarterly.

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

Summer camps have started at Tech Depot with Vex Robotics starting yesterday.  The Arkansas Department of Corrections will start its next training academy July 22.  To date sixteen are signed up. A career fair will be held for the Department of Corrections on June 25, from 2:00 to 4:00.  The ADC will host another academy in October.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA NON-PROFIT GRANT APPLICATION

Hope Place has applied for a grant totaling $10,000 to be used for training classes focused on parenting and anger management. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made the motion for $10,000 from medical marijuana for Hope Place with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried.

PROJECT RICE STRAW

The commission discussed incentives for Natures Vault. Committee recommendation consisting of Benjy Harris, Tommy Okada, and Dean Sides is that a total of $225,000 be paid out starting with $75,000 upon start up, then another $75,000 upon hiring and holding 40 employees, and lastly another $75,000 for 75 full time employees. After two years of operation the loan would be forgivable. Commissioner Tommy Okada made a motion for $225,000 for Natures Vault with a second by Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.   

NEWPORT FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Newport Fire Department is looking at installing a Safe Haven Baby Box. The total cost for the project is $17,000 and the Newport Fire Department will maintain the box.  Mandy Lassiter has offered to do the construction and Brownd Electric has offered to do the electrical. Hope Place has a grant for the equipment cost.  Jason Tarwater with Newport Fire Department spoke on behalf of the project. Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion for $10,000 from medical marijuana for the Safe Haven Baby Box with a second by Benjy Harris, motion carried.


NEW DOWNTOWN PARKING LOT

The City of Newport will own the new parking lot on Third and Laurel. The plans for the parking lot are being finalized.

DRIVESMART

The construction on the Business Resource Center should start in 60 to 75 days.  The plan includes 200 workstations downstairs and expanding the number of restrooms in the building. 

GREENSPACE PLANS

The greenspace between Tech Depot and the Business Resource Center is sponsored by Entergy. It will include benches and picnic tables.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

The Early Years Daycare is now open and working on getting approval to take vouchers.

P3 GROUP HOUSING

The Newport School District has signed the zoning application. Randy Rudisill will submit the application to the zoning commission and then it will go before the city council. 

CENTER OF RURAL INNOVATION UPDATE

The Center of Rural Innovation Grant would help Tech Depot provide funding for training. Newport was selected to participate and could lead to further investment by the Walton Family Foundation.  The NEDC is in the pre-application process.

PROSPECT CRUSH

Prospect Crush will visit Newport next week.

PROSPECT BARK

Prospect Bark will be looking at the Victory Industrial Park that is currently being shown by Johnny Mitchum.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

