NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, April 16, 2024
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Tommy Okada, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer (phone), Scott Foushee, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Tommy Okada and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Cherry Johnson, and Charles Walker,

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes from March, with a second by Benjy Harris, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for March. Community Development Meetings expenses are from hosting LeadAR. Director Chadwell made notes on the financials to show which bills are for the Business Resource Center and which ones are for Tech Depot. The current obligation for the NEDC was presented to the commission as well as a final report for a loan to the City of Diaz. Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statements for March with a second from Mike Turner, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· LeadAR
· Lunch and Learn Tech Talks
· Jackson County Broadband Coalition
· Center on Rural Innovation

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Solar Eclipse
· Arkansas Scholars
· Senior Send Off
· New Vision Newport Graduation, May 7
· New Vision Eclipse 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
· New Vision March Madness Car Show

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Grady’s Electrical, Heating & Air located at 827 Malcolm in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with repair and replacement of doors and signage. The total cost is $7,741.35 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

UTILITY COMPARISON

Director Chadwell presented the commission with a utility comparison sheet for Tech Depot and the Business Resource Center.  To date the utility expenses are down by $3,175.76.

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

The last session for Transition from Recovery to Employment will be this Saturday.  The Arkansas Department of Corrections held graduation in Tech Depot on April 5, with excellent attendance. Arkansas Community Corrections is looking at holding training at Tech Depot as well. A Drone Technology Class will be held this Saturday, April 20. 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA NON-PROFIT GRANT APPLICATION

Hope for Women applied for a grant from the Medical Marijuana Settlement Funds back in January. The funds would be used for a warming and cooling center for the community.  This would allow for showers and toilets along with sheet rock repair to be done. After much discussion Lee Scoggins made a motion not to fund Hope for Women at this time with a second by Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried. 

OBTAINING PROPERTY FOR PARKING LOT

Jon Chadwell has started negotiations with John Connor Jr. to purchase the lot at Laurel and Third to be used for parking once DriveSmart is located inside the Business Resource Center.  With an additional hundred employees working downtown parking will become an issue.  DRIVE has offered to donate $7,500 to purchase the lot.  Benjy Harris made a motion for $7,500 from the Property Transformation Fund along with $7,500 from DRIVE to purchase the lot at Third and Laurel with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.


MOU WITH ASU-NEWPORT AND NEDC FOR TECH DEPOT

A Memorandum of Understanding between the Newport Economic Development Commission and ASU-Newport was presented to the commission for Tech Depot. After reviewing the MOU Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to approve the MOU with a second by Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

RESOLUTION REGARDING POLITICAL MEETINGS AT TECH DEPOT

Director Chadwell was asked to make a resolution regarding political meetings at Tech Depot.  After much discussion the commission has been asked to further consider what all this may entail.  The discussion will be tabled until the next meeting.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

Mayor Ratliffe, Director Chadwell, and Emily Burrow did a final walk through of the facility last week.  Emily is awaiting state approval to be able to open.

P3 GROUP HOUSING

The P3 Housing proposal is in the hands of the Newport District School Board.  A school board meeting is scheduled for this evening. After some discussion the board will call a special meeting to discuss the P3 Housing proposal.

SUMMER CAMP PLAN

Tech Depot will be hosting several Summer Camps for students in Jackson County. Included in these camps will be Tech Starz, Vex Robotics, 3D Printing, Drone Tech, Hispanic Culture, and Micro:Bit Coding.  

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott Foushee, meeting adjourned.

