NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, February 13, 2024
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Tommy Okada, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer, and Dr. Johnny Moore (phone).

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Chairman Dean Sides

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Larry Dulaney, Mark Harmon, Ann Hern, Cherry Johnson, and Charles Walker,

OPEN MEETING

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes from December with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for January. A payment was made to Survival Flight Arkansas in the amount of $336.00 for CPR Certification Cards. From the Medical Marijuana Settlement, the Wardell Pennington Food Pantry received $1,434.80 and Jackson County Wellness & Screening received $2,000. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for January with a second from Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Prospect BioTech
· Jan Smith and Mitzi Hargin
· Johnny Mitchum & Cassie Wells
· Luciana Hernandez



DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· New Vision Newport
· Chamber Luncheon, February 16
· Solar Eclipse Event, April 6
· Solar Eclipse Lunch and Learn
· LeadAR

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Pearl Downtown located at 122 Main Street in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with signage. The total cost is $1,390.15 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $695. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

Director Chadwell presented a performance report to the commission of Tech Depot Classes and Training. Tech Depot has served 125 people in the community in just two months. Jon Chadwell and Charles Walker with ASU Newport are donating their time to teach a ten-week class for John 3:17 called Transitioning From Recovery to Employment. In hopes that a TANIF Grant will be awarded to Tech Depot to develop the workforce for those TANIF approved already. The Arkansas Department of Corrections will begin a training academy at Tech Depot starting February 26. The Newport Fire Department and the Newport Police Department will be holding classes as well.  

MEDICAL MARIJUANA NON-PROFIT GRANT APPLICATION

The commission reviewed the application for Hope for Women.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to set aside $2,000 pending a viability report from Hope for Women with a second by Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried. The Tuckerman Food Pantry requested $10,000 to replace equipment and for a trailer to pick up food. David Hargrave has the non-profit status reinstated.  Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to approve $10,000 from the medical marijuana settlement for the Tuckerman Food Pantry with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA FUND SPECIAL GRANT FOR NEWPORT POLICE DEPARTMENT

Lieutenant Mark Harmon presented to the commission a project to install cameras that read license plates on the entry points to the City of Newport. The camera snaps a picture and stores the data for sixty days. The Newport Police Department would like to partner with members of the community to provide cameras to all the entry points into Newport.  Benjy Harris made a motion to fund up to $90,000 for the license plate readers with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried.
MEDICAL MARIJUANA FUND AIRBASE INDUSTRIAL GREENHOUSE

Director Chadwell presented a contract to the commission for Miller/Newell for a rehabilitation plan for the Airbase Industrial Greenhouse.  Mike Turner made a motion to enter a contract funding up to $6,000 with a second by Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried. 

CENTER ON RURAL INNOVATION

The Center on Rural Innovation is out of Vermont doing tech-based programs in the community.  CORI has picked Newport as a test city. This will be a collaboration between ASU Newport, NEDC, and Tech Depot in hopes to get a Build Back Better Grant. 

DRIVESMART LEASE

DriveSmart is just waiting for public acknowledgement for the grant for renovation.

PROJECT BIO TECH

Prospect BioTech is in the final phases of the building process.  Soon the prospect will host a hiring event at Tech Depot.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

The Early Years Daycare has its final walk through on Friday.

P3 GROUP HOUSING

P3 has submitted its amended agreement to the Newport School Board.

LASSITER AVIATION

Brent Lassiter is starting a charter service at Newport Airbase with the purchase of a portion of the Curtner Lumber property.  The service will start with a six-passenger plane and move up to a ten-seater at a later date. 

LEADAR SESSION IN NEWPORT

Newport will be hosting LeadAR on March 14 & March 15.  The commission is invited to a LeadAR dinner on March 14. LeadAR will be hosted at Tech Depot.

ADJOURNED

Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.

