NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, December 12, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Tommy Okada and Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Charles Walker, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from November with a second by Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for November. Liabilities to the City of Newport total $25,710.45. Director Chadwell presented the commission with current obligations through March of 2024. Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the financial statements for November with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.  


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· DriveSmart
· Josh Mullinax, Senator Boozman’s Office
· P3 Housing Group
· Unity Health Advisory Board
· Courtney Baker



DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Solar Eclipse 2024
· Newport Christmas Parade, December 14
· NEDC/ Chamber of Commerce Open House, December 20
· Shop Till Ya Drop
· New Vision Newport
· Festival of Trees

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None currently.

TECH DEPOT EVENTS

Tech Depot held a reception for donors on November 27, followed by a ribbon cutting on November 28.  The events were well attended.  The first of several ACT Bootcamp Classes was held on Saturday, December 2, with eight students in attendance. Four more ACT Bootcamp Classes will be held a week before the actual ACT test.

CENTER ON RURAL INNOVATION

Director Chadwell has met with representatives from the Center on Rural Innovation. Also known as CORI. CORI is looking at using Newport as a test case using a Build Back Better Grant.  It would begin January 1, and everything would need to be submitted in February.

DRIVESMART LEASE

The lease for DriveSmart has been signed and DriveSmart has submitted a design layout for the upstairs and the downstairs at the Business Resource Center. Handicap bathrooms and a sprinkler system will be installed. DriveSmart is looking into leasing the Iron Mountain Train Depot as they are eager to get started. The Depot lease with the city will be a triple net lease for a thousand dollars a month for six months.  After 6 months DriveSmart will have the option to renew the lease twice.

PROJECT BIO TECH

Project Bio Tech is looking to announce in late December or January. Rice straw is being stored around Newport. The prospect is discussing purchasing part of the certified site or leasing a building from John Conner Jr.

TECH DEPOT NON-PROFIT STATUS CONSIDERATION

Director Chadwell submitted to the commission a set of bylaws that could be discussed and considered for Tech Depot. The commission will evaluate the pros and cons of Tech Depot becoming a non-profit organization.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

The Early Years Daycare has passed the fire code inspection. Owner Emily Burrow has submitted paperwork for the daycare and is hoping to be operational in January.  The building has a capacity of 147. Initially Emily would like to offer a hundred daycare spots depending on workforce capability.

P3 GROUP HOUSING

Jon Bradley has had to resubmit his application to the state for surplus property.

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

12 Days of Christmas is a great marketing campaign done at the state level to showcase Newport.  12 gifts will be given to AEDC and to ADFA.  Each day a fact of Newport will be emailed to employees of the organizations along with where the gift was purchased from in Newport. 

DC RAPID ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGER

A DC Rapid electric vehicle charger will be installed at the Hazel and Third Street parking lot in 2024.  Director Chadwell presented three different locations and Entergy chose to locate in downtown Newport.

ROCK N ROLL HWY MUSEUM

The Rock N Roll Hwy Museum is relocating to ASU Newport.  ASU Newport will be a great location for the museum to be viewed.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

