NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 10, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, Dr. Johnny Moore, Nyesha Greer, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Charles Walker, Ike Wheeler, Adam Adair, Ann Hearn, and Joe Dupree.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from September 26 and September 27 with a second by Lee Scoggins, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for September was unavailable.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Jackson County Broadband Committee
· Unity Health Advisory Board
· New Vision Newport Retreat
· The Early Years

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· New Vision Newport Retreat
· Anytime Fitness Ribbon Cutting
· Marketing Your Small Business Workshop
· El Puente Grand Opening
· KidsFest, October 14
· Solar Eclipse 2024

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None currently.

OCTOBER 23 TO JANUARY 2025 FINANCIAL PROJECTION

Director Chadwell presented the commission with a financial projection with obligations, projected income, and projected expenses through January of 2025. 

ASU-NEWPORT HEALTH SCIENCES BUILDING FUNDING REQUEST

ASU-Newport presented the commission with a funding request to build a new health science building. The new health sciences building will be able to double the enrollment for nursing students and employ up to 10 additional faculty.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion of $25,000 a year for the next five years upon groundbreaking with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

DRIVESMART

Director Chadwell is awaiting the decision on the EDA grant for renovations to the Business Resource Center. The Business Resource Center will need sprinklers, a handicap restroom, and in addition electrical and plumbing.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to have Miller Newell start designing a plan for sprinklers, electrical, and a handicap bathroom with a second by Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried. 

PROSPECT BIO TECH

Prospect Bio Tech is going to use rice straw to make biodegradable plastic. A discussion was held for incentives on the project.  An incentive for a $250,000 forgivable loan or 15 acres of land for $5 per acre.  A reversion clause will be in place if construction is not started within 12 months and operations are not started in 24 months after closing.

TECH DEPOT NON-PROFIT STATUS CONSIDERATION

The discussion for the non-profit status for Tech Depot is tabled until the next meeting.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

Director Chadwell and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe will look at the building today and see if everything is up to code for the Fire Chief to sign off on the location.

DIVISION OF WORKFORCE SERVICES TANIF GRANT

Director Chadwell still has not heard anything on the TANIF Grant from the Department of Human Services.

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY GRANT

The Delta Regional Authority has a grant that could be used to purchase equipment for Tech Depot.  If Newport receives the grant, the match can be taken from funds that have been raised.

EDA GRANT FOR DRIVESMART

DriveSmart will be in the Business Resource Center and will employee a hundred jobs to start with and increase to two hundred. Director Chadwell has applied for an EDA Grant for renovations to the Business Resource Center.

P 3 GROUP HOUSING

Jon Bradley will meet with the Newport School Board and local officials on the impending housing project.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

