NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 13, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, Dr. Johnny Moore, Tommy Okada, and Nyesha Greer.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Charles Walker, and Ann Hearn.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes from June with a second by Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for May. Total assets are $1,925,353.84. The total liabilities to the city of Newport are $24,833.30. Expenses for Property Transformation are $11,200 with $10,000 of that for finishing the Ever Corporation property. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for both months with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.  


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Jordan’s Groundbreaking
· City Inspector Aaron Thomas
· John Pettie, City Attorney
· David Dennison, Renewable Energy
· Amanda Brogden, Newport School District
DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Bradley Contracting
· Todd & Associates Ribbon Cutting
· TreeWine Sensations Ribbon Cutting
· Myers-Davis Life Coaching
· Dino Day Exhibit Opening
· Community Development Institute
· AEDC Conference
· Start your Small Business Now Workshop

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

MEDICAL MARIJUANA SETTLEMENT FUND NON-PROFIT REQUESTS

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner suggested a committee to go over the process for applying for funds from the medical marijuana settlement.  Scott Foushee, Nyesha Greer, and Mike Turner will meet and discuss the guidelines. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to approve the $10,000 for Christ Academy from Medical Marijuana Funds with a second from Dr. Moore, Motion Carried.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner abstained from the vote. 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA SENIOR CENTER FUNDING NEED

The Jackson County Senior Center is relocating to the Umstead Methodist Church.  The senior center will be leasing everything but the sanctuary. The lease will be for twenty years.  Renovations will be needed for the Senior Center to occupy the location. The Arkansas Department of Corrections will be doing some of the labor to help cut expenses. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion for up to $42,500 for Unity Health to remodel the Jackson County Senior Center with a second by Nyesha Greer, Motion Carried. 

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

The Early Years Place will open as soon as the senior center has moved out of the building on June 30, 2023.  The Early Years Place must be in operation for thirty days before they can obtain licensing. 

TECH DEPOT

The last payment for Tech Depot was made and the reimbursement for that will come in soon. Classes have started in the new building for Tech Depot. Jim Gowen Sr. reported that half of the fundraising for equipment in Tech Depot is confirmed. John 3:17 held a class last week.  ASU-Newport will have a Leadership Class this Friday and Southwest Steel has a class scheduled for this Saturday. 3D Printing Summer Camp is next week, and the class is full.




DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY GRANT

The Delta Regional Authority has encouraged Director Chadwell to apply for a grant.  The grant could be used to purchase equipment for Tech Depot. The grant does have a match that would total $40,000. The grant cannot be used for furniture.

P 3 GROUP HOUSING

The Newport School District has its next board meeting on July 18, starting at 6:00 p.m.  The P3 Group will present to the school board and Director Chadwell encourages the commission to attend.

EVER CORPORATION PROPERTY CLOSEOUT

Allen Brooks has completed the work at the Ever Corporation. Director Chadwell will get the property listed on Arkansas Site Selection. Gränges is going to put up a wall to improve the looks of the property.

PROSPECT UPDATE

Director Chadwell has assisted Prospect Plane with a business plan. For Prospect Ring Ring an EDA Grant has been submitted. If everything goes according to plan an announcement will be held on Sunday, September 24, at 2:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Benjy Harris, meeting adjourned.

