NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 12, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, and Nyesha Greer.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Dr. Johnny Moore and Tommy Okada

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Charles Walker, and Ann Hearn.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from May with a second by Lee Scoggins, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report will be available at the July commission meeting.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Jeff Phillips, Broadband Committee
· ASU-Newport, Health Services Building
· Medical Marijuana Building
· Mike Raibley, Freeman’s Office Supply
· Amanda Brogden, Newport School District
· John Pettie, Attorney for city of Newport




DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Krysti’s Kloset Boutique Re-Opening
· Todd & Associates Ribbon Cutting, July, 7
· TreeWine Sensations Ribbon Cutting, June 14
· Cooperative Extension Service Open House
· Dino Day Exhibit Opening, July 8
· Chamber Board Meeting, June 20
· AEDC Conference

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

MEDICAL MARIJUANA/NORTHEAST ARKANSAS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

The Northeast Arkansas Charitable Foundation was a named complainant in the medical marijuana lawsuit. The Northeast Arkansas Charitable Foundation gives scholarships to students. Originally ten percent of proceeds was to be donated to charitable organizations. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion for $100,000 from the medical marijuana settlement for the Northeast Arkansas Charitable Foundation with a second by Benjy Harris, Motion Carried.

ANTICIPATED MEDICAL MARIJUANA SETTLEMENT FUND REQUESTS

Director Chadwell has gotten requests from non-profits requesting assistance from the medical marijuana settlement funds. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion for $100,000 to be set aside for charity funding from medical marijuana funds by an application process with a second by Lee Scoggins, Motion Carried.  Commissioner Nyesha Greer made a motion to approve $10,000 for IMAD, Joe and Helen Harris Foundation, and the Remmel Park Association upon completion of an application with a second by Jim Gowen Sr., Motion Carried.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

The Early Years Place will be open at the end of August.  The Jackson County Senior Center lease ends July 30 and the Early Years have access to the building 30 days before it is approved for licensing..

DIVISION OF WORKFORCE SERVICE GRANT

The Department of Human Services now handles the grants for the Division of Workforce Services Grant that Director Chadwell applied for.  The grant was applied for in April but since it falls under a new division Director Chadwell believes the process has been delayed.




DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY GRANT

The Delta Regional Authority has a disaster recovery grant that Newport has been asked to apply for.  The grant could be used to purchase equipment for Tech Depot. The grant cannot be used for furniture. It is a twenty percent match and up to $200,000. That puts the match at $40,000. It could also be used to purchase drone technology for training for agricultural purposes.

EDA GRANT FOR PROSPECT RING RING

Prospect Ring Ring is a call center that is looking to locate at the Business Resource Center. Director Chadwell has applied for an EDA Grant that would pay to retrofit the building for the needs of the prospect.  The prospect looked at several locations in Newport but liked the Business Resource Center the best.  The company would hire 100 employees and like the idea of training employees with Tech Depot. 

P 3 GROUP HOUSING

The Newport School District and the P3 Group are working to determine the appropriate parameters for an agreement for a housing development on property that the Newport School District owns. The Newport School District has a special board meeting June 14, at 6:00 p.m. that Director Chadwell, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Chairman Dean Sides, and Commissioner Mike Turner will discuss the housing proposal. The P3 Group would develop the lots and set up Special Purpose Entity (SPE) for this purpose. The Newport School District would get a certain amount per lot as the lots are sold. Two model homes would be built for potential buyers to tour. The benefit for the school district is that it will receive property taxes and an increase in student population.

GRANGES UPDATE

Gränges should know in September or October if the Newport plant gets the Phase II expansion over Huntington, TN. 

PROSPECT UPDATE

Jeremy Richardson has purchased the General Cable building located at the airbase.  Jeremy has started remodeling the office area. The outside appearance has already shown improvement for anyone visiting the airbase. The groundbreaking for the new Jordan’s Travel Center will be Tuesday, June 20, at 11:00 a.m. The community is invited to attend. Director Chadwell continues to work on Prospect Plane for a charter service at Newport Airport. 

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER

Ted Hall the director for Jackson County Senior Center is looking to locate at the Umstead Methodist Church. The senior center would like to locate at a facility for a twenty-year lease. Ted Hall is checking to see if a twenty-year lease would be possible.  The mayor has offered the use of the Depot for the senior center. 

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Benjy Harris, meeting adjourned.

