NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 9, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Tommy Okada, Benjy Harris, Lee Scoggins, and Nyesha Greer (phone).

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Dr. Johnny Moore and Scott Foushee

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Charles Walker, and Ann Hearn.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from April 20 and May 4 with a second by Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for April. The settlement from the Medical Marijuana lawsuit has been deposited. Reimbursements for utilities, water, and operating costs total $205,978.77 and the only funds used from the settlement. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for April with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Housing Development
· The Early Years Place
· Steve Jones, AEDC
· Prospects
· Jackson County Summer Camps
· Committees

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· The Angry Possum
· Newport Trash Snatchers
· Ultimate Roof Solutions
· New Vision Graduation
· Arkansas Scholars
· Farmers Rural Connect 
· Arkansas Center for Independence Open House, May 10

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

LEADAR

Christel Taylor has been accepted into LeadAR Class 20.  The total cost for participation in Class 20 is $3,500.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to pay $3,500 for Christel to attend LeadAR with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

COMMUNITY SURVEY

Director Chadwell is still compiling information from a survey that the NEDC and the Newport Area Chamber of Commerce sent out. Once finalized the information will be shared with the commission.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

Emily Burrow with the Early Years Place has signed the grant agreement with the NEDC.  Emily is planning on an opening date of August 15, before school starts.

DIVISION OF WORKFORCE SERVICE GRANT

Director Jon Chadwell continues to work with the Division of Workforce Services and ASU-Newport to provide training for those transitioning from prison, single parents, and rehabilitation services.

P 3 GROUP HOUSING

Grandon Gray with the P3 Group is hoping to have a contract by midweek for review. Jon Chadwell is working on getting the survey and legal description from Miller Newell. The commission discussed if the NEDC should be included in the contract. 



GRANGES UPDATE

Gränges is continuing to hire for the expansion. They are hiring supervisory staff and doing utility upgrades. Phase I expansion includes 50 jobs. Phase II expansion will add 150 jobs.

PROSPECT UPDATE

Director Chadwell is working on several prospects.  Prospect Plane is working with a charter service at Newport Airport. Prospect Ring Ring involves a call center considering locating in Newport. Prospect Interstate involves a travel center building in Newport.  Director Chadwell is assisting with utility expansion for the building. The prospect is looking for Commercial Incentives since their taxable sales will be $250,000 a month. Prospect Warehouse involves the General Cable building located at the Airbase. This will improve the appearance at the entrance to the college.  It will be used as a warehouse for various businesses. The prospect chose to locate in Newport because of its proximity to the interstate.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Tommy Okada, meeting adjourned.

