NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, May 4, 2023
3:30 PM
NEWPORT BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING


COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen (phone), Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner (phone), Benjy Harris (phone), Scott Foushee, Dr, Johnny Moore, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, and Nyesha Greer.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None
 
OTHERS PRESENT

NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Newport Area Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, and Debbie Hembrey.

OPEN MEETING

At 3:30 pm the special meeting was called to order.  

EARLY YEARS PLACE DAYCARE

Newport School District has entered a lease with Emily Burrow to open a daycare facility inside the old kindergarten building.  The Early Years Place will be leasing the property for five years and can be extended.  Students residing in the Newport School District, children of Newport School District employees, and children of Unity Hospital Employees will receive priority spots. All employees of The Early Years will be CPR certified and have Montessori Training. Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion for a forgivable loan up to $157,433 from the medical marijuana settlement money with disbursements made for the actual expenses not to exceed the budgeted categories.  The loan would be forgiven after The Early Years Place continued in business for five consecutive years.  The motion received a second from Nyesha Greer, and the motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES FOR STUDIES FOR HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

A group from Newport went to visit the P3 Group in Memphis this week to explore the possibility of housing development. The Newport School District owns approximately 44 acres North of the elementary school. The school could get its money back as lots are sold.  Utility companies are already exploring options to extend their services to the area.  The development group has already contracted 188 homes in Marion.  Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to allocate up to $20,000 for a Phase I Study, Utilities Site Plan, Survey, Geotechnical Soil Boring Study to be paid with funding from the medical marijuana settle money with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.


DISCUSSION OF UPDATED NEWPORT MASTER PLAN

Newport’s Master Plan was formed in the early 70’s.  This plan decides what tracts of land are to be used for along with zoning codes. Moving Jackson Country Forward would like to assist with creating a new master plan, a new zoning code and new property maintenance ordinances to continue improving the City of Newport. This would allow ordinances, zoning and the master plan to work in conjunction.  This was presented for the Commissioners to consider and discuss for future consideration.


ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. motioned to adjourn, and Lee Scoggins seconded the motion. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

