NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, April 20, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer (phone), Dr. Johnny Moore.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Tommy Okada, Benjy Harris, 

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Charles Walker, Frank Hearn, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from March with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for March. Liability to the City of Newport totals $22,777.52. One million dollars from the Medical Marijuana lawsuit has been deposited. Operations revenue for the month is $40,014.54. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statements for March with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Summer Camps for Jackson County
· New Prospects
· New Vision Newport
· MidSouth Basic Economic Development




DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· KidSPOT Ribbon Cutting 
· Newport Trash Snatchers
· Ultimate Roof Solutions
· New Vision Newport Tech Day
· Arkansas Scholars
· New Vision Graduation, May 9

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

COMMUNITY SURVEY

The NEDC and the Newport Area Chamber of Commerce did a survey to get input from the community.  So far, 388 individuals have replied. Basic information covered in the survey was crime, economy, government, childcare and how that affects their decisions to reside in Newport.

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

Emily Burrow and the Newport School District have signed a lease for the Early Years Place to use the kindergarten building that Newport School District owns. Spots would be reserved for those working for the school district and Unity Health. Spots for children 0 – 36 months would be the primary focus.

DIVISION OF WORKFORCE SERVICE GRANT

Director Jon Chadwell continues to work with the Division of Workforce Services and ASU-Newport to provide training for those transitioning from prison, single parents, and rehabilitation services.

P 3 GROUP HOUSING

The P3 Group, which stands for Public Private Partnerships visited Newport this week with positive results.  Jon Chadwell and County Judge Jeff Phillips visited with Grandon Gray and toured possible subdivision sites in Newport.  A group from Newport will visit Memphis to visit with the executive team.

GRANGES UPDATE

Gränges has started expansion.  The City of Newport and Jackson County Quorum Court have passed a tax back resolution for construction materials in participation with the Arkansas Economic Development Commission. Phase I expansion includes 50 jobs. Phase II expansion will add 150 jobs.

PROSPECT UPDATE

A fitness center has purchased Purdy’s building.  The prospect for the call center will be back next week to visit. The Angry Possum will open in early May. Charlie’s Smoke Shack is moving into the old Pizza Hut building and a sushi restaurant is looking to move into Hungry Man.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAWSUIT

The Medical Marijuana Lawsuit has been settled.  The million dollars has been deposited and Jon Chadwell has recorded the deed at the Courthouse.

JOB FAIR

The Newport Economic Development Commission will host a job fair on April 25 & April 26. Advertising will be in the Searcy, Jonesboro, and Batesville newspapers.

WIFI PARKING LOT

Newport is receiving an award at the Arkansas Community Development Society Annual Conference later today. Newport will be receiving the Innovation Award for the RightFiber WiFi Parking Lot in downtown Newport.

TECH CARNIVAL

New Vision Newport is hosting Tech Carnival at Tech Depot on Saturday, April 22, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

HAZEL AND THIRD STREET PARKING LOT

The Hazel and Third Street Parking Lot is still on hold due to how much rain Newport has had.  The DRA has extended the grant to June 1, 2023.

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY GRANT 1, EQUIPMENT

White River Planning and Development is assisting to write a grant for equipment inside the Tech Depot. It has a ten percent match.

DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY GRANT 2, DISASTER RECOVERY

The Delta Regional Authority Grant for Disaster Recovery is used to stimulate the economy in an area where a disaster has occurred.  Director Chadwell is visiting with Jan Smith to see which prospects can benefit from this grant.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

