NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, March 14, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Nyesha Greer, Dr. Johnny Moore, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Tommy Okada

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Ann Hern, and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from February 14, and special meeting March 9, with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for February. Cash assets total $1,326,002.19. ED Reimbursement total $111,831.72. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for February with a second from Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Elected Officials Training
· AEDC Incentives Training
· Monster Nights Newport’s Downtown Entertainment Series
· Newport City Council
· Jackson County Quorum Court



DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Food Truck Ordinances
· Chamber Luncheon at ASU-Newport
· Krysti’s Kloset Boutique Ribbon Cutting
· Yoni Steam & Detox Ribbon Cutting
· The Angry Possum
· Ritter Communications
· New Vision Newport
· Arkansas Scholars

RENEWPORT GRANTS

The Angry Possum located at 121 Hazel in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with installation of canvas awnings, signage, and landscaping. The total cost is $5,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grants with a second from Mike Turner, motion carried. 

DAYCARE UPDATE, EARLY YEARS PLACE

Emily Burrow, Early Years Place, is interested in partnering with the Newport School District to open a daycare in the kindergarten building that the school district owns. Spots would be reserved for those working for the school district and Unity Health. Emily runs a Montessori based program that would fill a hundred daycare spots.  Spots for children 0 – 36 months are in high demand with a waiting list.

DIVISION OF WORKFORCE SERVICE GRANT

Director Chadwell has submitted a budget for the Division of Workforce Services Grant.  This includes supplies, instructor fees, material costs, transportation and more.  Director Chadwell will monitor building usage and adjust expenses as needed for the program.

P 3 GROUP HOUSING

The P3 group which stands for Public Private Partnerships works with new market tax credits and opportunity zones to increase housing developments.  P3 is putting together a package to see what could be available in Newport. The P3 group plans to meet with the mayor to go over city ordinances and zoning ordinances for building.

GRANGES UPDATE

New Vision Newport visited Gränges last week and was impressed with the safety measures at the facility.  Gränges is still looking to expand its Newport facility. Currently, the industry employs 128 people.


PROSPECT UPDATE

A call center is considering locating in Newport.  The prospect is looking at five different communities and Newport is at the top of the list.  They will have flexible work hours and will be an outbound call center. The state has incentives for call centers.

MOVING JACKSON COUNTY FORWARD

Moving Jackson County Forward has started meeting again and started considering projects.  MJCF would like to focus on assisting with blight in the community.

AIRPORT COMMISSION UPDATE

The Airport Commission has a request for a through the fence hangar.  This would allow direct access to the airport.  The business would like to have a private charter business.  A fee would have to be charged for a through the fence hangar to prevent loss of federal funding.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAWSUIT

Director Chadwell had the mediation for the medical marijuana lawsuit.  The building and land will revert to the Newport-Jackson County Industrial Development Bond Board.  Several prospects are interested in occupying the building.  The commission met to discuss budgetary items from the $1,000,000 settlement.  The commission has voted to reimburse $205,978.77 of hard costs for easements, land, and utilities.  The commission will discuss how best to use the funds to benefit Newport and Jackson County.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.
