NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, February 14, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, Dr. Johnny Moore, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Ann Hern, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, Phil McDonald, and Jeff Bookout.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from January with a second by Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for January. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statements for January with a second from Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried.  The Amended Budget for 2022 was presented for the commission. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to approve the amended budget for 2022 with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· LeadAR Advisory Board
· Industry Visits
· Federal Bureau of Investigations
· Kelly Geise, Food Bank
· Summer Camps for students in Jackson County

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Food Truck Ordinances
· Chamber Luncheon at ASU-Newport
· Charlie’s Smoke Shack
· New Vision Little Rock trip
· Retail Merchants 
· Senator Ronald Caldwell
· AEDC Board Meeting

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Modern Woodmen of America located at 2200 Hwy 367 N in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with replacement of vinyl siding and trim, and a covered walkway. The total cost is $15,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Ellis Automotive located at 200 S. State Street in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with the installation of a permanent sign and to do a sidewalk.  The total cost is $5,650 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grants with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried. 

AMERICAN LEGION HUT FUNDING REQUEST, PHIL MCDONALD

Phil McDonald requested to speak to the commission concerning the American Legion Hut.  Phil has led a fundraising campaign to remodel the hut to preserve it on behalf of the community. Phil would like to commission to loan $100,000 for the renovation for the American Legion Hut.  The loan would be paid back from the fundraising efforts. The commission decided to discuss the request and get back to Phil.

DAYCARE DISCUSSION, EARLY YEARS PLACE

Director Chadwell has been holding several daycare discussion meetings to increase the number of spots available for childcare.  Four individuals attended the home-based daycare meeting. Director Chadwell has visited with Under the Rainbow to see if Hannah Simpson would have interest in expansion and she does not.  Emily Burrow, Early Year Place, is interested in partnering with the Newport School District to open a daycare that is Montessori based.  Spots would be reserved for those working for the school district and Unity Health. 

NEDC BUILDING USAGE/NEWPORT SCHOOLS

A special meeting was held on Thursday, February 9, to discuss the possibility of the Newport School District renting or leasing the Business Resource Center to the Newport School District. The district would use the Business Resource Center as the administration building.  Several school districts have gone to holding administrative offices off site. This would allow the school district to bring back East Lab and include telehealth.  In light of new government policies, the issue is in the discussion phase.

DIVISION OF WORKFORCE SERVICE GRANT

No new information is available currently.

P 3 GROUP HOUSING

The P3 group which stands for Public Private Partnerships works with new market tax credits and opportunity zones to increase housing developments.  P3 is putting together a package to see what could be available in Newport.

ELECTED OFFICAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ORIENTATION

The training for newly elected official training in economic development will be Thursday, February 28, located in Jonesboro.  Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, County Judge Jeff Phillips, Emergency Management Donnie Ivy, City council member Andy May and Director Chadwell will be in attendance.

VERIZON WIRELESS TOWER DOWNTOWN

Verizon has come to an agreement with the City of Newport to lease a space to erect a fifty-foot tower in downtown Newport for $9,000 a year.  

ARKANSAS PTAC OFFICE

Arkansas Procurement Technical Assistance Center has decided to located their office at the Delta Center in Jonesboro.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAWSUIT

Director Chadwell has a mediation meeting for the medical marijuana lawsuit on February 22 by Zoom.  The original offer included $150,000 plus the building and land back.  Lawyer David Couch advised to wait for a better offer. The trial date is set for April of this year if an agreement is not reached.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

