NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, January 10, 2023
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, Dr. Johnny Moore, Nyesha Greer, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Cherry Johnson, Ann Hern, Mayor Derrick Ratliffe, and Charles Walker.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from December with a second by Nyehsa Greer, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for November and December. Tech Depot construction expenses total $19,763.04. Two ReNewport grants for $5,000 total. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statements for November and December with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Food Bank, Cherry Johnson and Linda Humphreys
· Workforce Investment Board
· Attorney David Couch
· Delta Regenerative Agriculture
· Paul Calley
· Pandrol, Breen Reardon

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Christmas Open House
· Dry Clean Darlin’s Ribbon Cutting
· Scholarship Applications
· New Vision Newport
· Retail Merchants 
· Bright Futures
· Chamber Banquet Luncheon at ASU-Newport
· Frank Fogleman, Robert T. Logan Trust

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Temp Pro HVAC located at 904 Hwy 367 North in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with replacement of windows and repainting. The total cost is $6,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

NIGHT AT THE BALLGAME

The Newport Economic Development Commission has hosted Night at the Ballgame at Dickey Stephens Park as a marketing opportunity.  NEDC staff and individuals from Newport get the chance to have one on one conversation with AEDC and other state officials. AEDC has many new employees.  Director Chadwell suggested the date of May 23, before the weather is too warm.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to rent a suite at Dickey Stephens Park for $2,100 with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.

INCENTIVES CONSIDERATION

A Bitcoin company asked for consideration on incentives for their company.  The commission discussed the pros and cons of incentives. Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to not do incentives at this time with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

COMMISSION TERMS AS OF JANUARY 2023

Director Chadwell presented the commission with Terms as of January 2023.  Terms have none ending until April of 2025.

2023 STRATEGIC PLAN AND CALENDAR

Director Chadwell presented the commission with the 2023 Strategic Plan and Calendar.  The plan highlights a comprehensive strategy for community and economic development for both Newport and Jackson County.  The plan will be given to city council and quorum court.



DAYCARE MEETING

The next meeting set for daycare is Wednesday, January 25.  This meeting will focus on trying to recruit home day care.  

HAZEL AND THIRD STREET PARK

The Hazel and Third Street Parking lot needs to dry before anything further can be done.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Tech Depot is in the process of being bricked. Construction should be complete by late July or early August.

TECH DEPOT WITH DWS GRANT

Director Chadwell continues working with the Division of Workforce Services for a grant to train single parents, individuals in substance abuse recovery, and those transitioning from prison. The grant will be a reimbursement grant and have a separate account for financials. The grant will be used for expenses and to cover training costs.

NEA ELECTED OFFICIALS TRAINING

NEA Elected Officials Training will be on Tuesday, February 28, located in Jonesboro.  Director Jon Chadwell and Mayor Derrick Ratliffe will attend.  The training with focus on the economic development process.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

