NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, December 13, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, Dr. Johnny Moore, Nyesha Greer (phone) and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, and Charles Walker.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from November with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report was unavailable.  The January meeting will have November and Decembers financials. The amended budget will need to be approved as well.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Randy Zook, Arkansas State Chamber
· Drew Patterson, Power River
· Newport School District
· Recreational Trails Initiative 
· Delta Heritage Conservation
· Arkansas Delta Council

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Charlie’s Smoke Shack
· Dry Clean Darlin’s Ribbon Cutting
· Arkansas Scholars
· Newport Christmas Parade
· Retail Merchants Shop Til You Drop
· Festival of Trees
· Chamber Banquet Luncheon at ASU-Newport

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Modern Woodmen of America located at 2200 Hwy 67 in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with replacement of windows. The total cost is $9,600 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried. 

PROSPECT FOIL INCENTIVES

[bookmark: _Hlk121816302]Gränges is moving into Phase 2 on their expansion.  Phase 3 expansion will be in October of 2023. The groundbreaking for Phase 2 will be Monday, December 19, starting at 1:30 p.m. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion for a Forgivable Loan to Gränges at $15,000 per employee totaling $645,000 with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

DAYCARE ISSUES

Toddling Tots Daycare has sold to Kids Spot.  Kids Spot funding is from Medicare and Medicaid.  This will narrow down the availability of private pay spots.  Director Chadwell is looking into the feasibility of at home daycares, churches, and a co-op method of childcare.

HEATING/AIR UNIT AT THE BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTER

Wade’s Heat and Air has replaced the heating unit for $19,240.

EV CHARGER IN RIGHTFIBER PARK

Today’s Power has the base installed for the EV Charger in the RightFiber Park. Two parking spots will be leased in the park.  The cost for installation total $4,300.

HAZEL AND THIRD STREET PARK

The concrete has been pulled up for the Hazel and Third Street Park.  An EV Charger may be installed there as well.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Tech Depot Construction continues with the sheet rock and insulation being installed. 



TECH DEPOT WITH DWS GRANT

Director Chadwell is working with Charles Walker and Jeff Bookout on a grant from the Department of Workforce Services. The grant will help train single parents, individuals in substance abuse recovery, and those transitioning from prison. The grant will have to be reapplied for every year.

12 DAYS OF NEWPORT CHRISTMAS

12 Days of Christmas is an excellent marketing opportunity at AEDC.  Each day a name is drawn, and an employee receives a gift with a fact about Newport. All gifts are bought locally to highlight businesses in Newport.

NEA ELECTED OFFICIALS TRAINING

A training session for newly elected officials will take place in February.  The training will highlight recruiting companies, working with the state for incentives and other economic development processes.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Tommy Okada, meeting adjourned.

