NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 11, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dr. Johnny Moore, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, Nyesha Greer, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Scott Foushee

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Ginger Willis, Candace Gross, and Kenisha Michelle Johnson.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting and welcomed New Vision Newport guests.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from September with a second by Benjy Harris, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for September. The NEDC hosted a luncheon for the Arkansas Waterway Commission for $517 located at Postmaster Spirits. The Newport Area Chamber of Commerce has started its 18th New Vision Newport class which the NEDC does a sponsorship for $1,000. Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· ASU-Newport Chancellor’s Cabinet Meeting
· Today’s Power
· Hazel and Third Street Bid Opening 
· ADFA Retreat



DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Elite Custom Home Painting
· Dry Cleaning Darlin’s
· DiamondKiss Bouteek Ribbon Cutting
· New Vision Newport
· Trashiest Team
· Greyhound Golf Tournament
· Newport Christmas Parade

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Dry Clean Darlin’s located at 101 Lindley Lane in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with landscaping, signage, and removal of old materials. The total cost is $5,000 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried. 

NEW VISION NEWPORT TEAM, TECH DAY PROJECT

Ginger Willis, Candace Gross, and Kenisha Michelle Johnson spoke with the commission on holding a Tech Day at Tech Depot.  The proposed date is Saturday, March 18, 2023.  It would have a variety of activities from career tech to education tech, to basic tech skills for adults.

HAZEL AND THIRD STREET PARK

The bid for the Hazel and Third Street Parking lot came in $33,000 under budget.  Provence Construction was awarded the bid.  DRA does not change the matching grant amount so the budget will allow for some change orders to increase the scope of the project.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

The roofing materials for Tech Depot still have not arrived. Director Chadwell estimates most of the materials will come in at the same time and we will have materials staged around the building. 

TECH DEPOT A+ CLASSES AT NIGHT

The software portion of the A+ Certification classes has ended.  The students will be taking the exam October 12.  At the end, Tech Depot will have seven students with A+ Certification upon passing the exam.

TECH DEPOT IT FUNDAMENTALS CLASS FOR TANIF ELIGIBLE

The Department of Workforce Services is closing its offices at ASU-Newport.  It will start using a mobile unit for hiring events. Director Chadwell, Phil Harris, Charles Walker, and ACDS are looking to partner for a TANIF project that would provide transportation, childcare, meals, and training for those that qualify.

TECH DEPOT IT FUNDAMENTALS CLASS FOR REHAB/RE-ENTRY

Director Chadwell is looking at a rehab/re-entry program at Tech Depot for those in John 3:16, John 3:17, and Cornerstone.  These classes could be held during the daytime and would provide those with better opportunities upon completion of their programs.

TECH DEPOT ACDS WORC GRANT

Arkansas Center for Data Sciences has filed for a WORC Grant which would provide a full-time employee for Tech Depot.

INDUSTRIAL SITE EDA PLANNING GRANT

The DRA Planning Grant suggested Director Chadwell start on the zoning for Newport’s Industrial Sites.  It will make the sites more marketable if they are zoned for industrial vs commercial or agricultural. The commission would like to know what changes this will make for the tax base for the sites.  Director Chadwell informed the commission that the bond board is exempt from taxes.

PROSPECT PROPOSAL

Director Jon Chadwell is working with a prospect with Patrick Brosh.  The Prospect has been presented a preliminary proposal from the community.  If the Prospect moves forward the proposal will be brought to the Commission for approval.

PILOT AGREEMENTS

The Jackson County School District is in discussions about a pilot agreement with Moss Solar.  This is a payment in lieu of taxes.  The max that can be waved is 65%.  Chester Shannon would like a third-party appraiser and get the property tax proposal from the company inverted.

BLUE BRIDGE DEMOLITION

The Arkansas State Historic Bridge Department in the Arkansas Department of Transportation is looking for ways to save the Blue Bridge.  This would include painting it, making it structurally sound and adapting it to a new use.  Director Jon Chadwell has informed them that neither the City of Newport nor Jackson County is interested in taking possession of the Blue Bridge.

WHITE RIVER REGIONAL PORT AUTHORITY

A prospect is working to finalize a lease the port area and bring a barge down the river.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.

