NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, September 13, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dr. Johnny Moore, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, Nyesha Greer (Phone), and Scott Foushee.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Benjy Harris

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Charles Walker, and Jeff Bookout.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. Chairman Sides congratulated Jon Chadwell on winning Economic Director of the year and making the cover of Arkansas Business.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from July with a second by Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for August. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· United BitEngine
· GMI Computing
· Juice Tech 
· Gränges



DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· 2024 Solar Eclipse
· New Vision Newport Retreat, September 16 & 17
· Depot Days 
· Chamber Board Meeting, September 20

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

SIGNAGE FOR THE NEDC BUILDING

Commissioner Benjy Harris given Jon another contact for a sign company for an estimate on signage.  Director Chadwell will obtain a couple more estimates.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK RIBBON CUTTING

The Outdoor WiFi Accessibility Park is almost completed. The park benches are in and will be installed soon.  Entergy will put up the light poles. Then, a ribbon cutting will be held for the park.  AEDC and Ritter are looking at late September or early October for the ribbon cutting.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Construction is on going at Tech Depot.  No further change orders have been needed for construction.  The cost for electrical construction will not be as costly as anticipated.

TECH DEPOT A+ CLASSES AT NIGHT

A+ Certification Classes continue Monday and Wednesday nights. Seven students are enrolled in the program. Five of the seven students have passed certification testing.  Mark Hannon is working with the two students, and they will retake the test again. Recruitment videos will be made with the students that have passed the certification test.

PROSPECT PROPOSAL

[bookmark: _Hlk113953639]Gränges is in Phase of expansion and looking to add forty jobs.  If the Newport location gets the Phase II and Phase III, it will add eighty-five jobs in addition to the forty jobs.  Gränges is applying for a grant with the Department of Energy to offset some of the cost of the expansion.

PROSPECT PROPOSAL

Director Jon Chadwell has successfully helped Postmaster Spirits close their loan. All parties involved are pleased.



WHITE RIVER REGIONAL PORT AUTHORITY

The NEDC hosted the Arkansas Waterways Commission last week and toured the port.  

RAIL SPUR TO AIRBASE INDUSTRIAL PARK

Director Chadwell looked at the rail spur at the airbase industrial park with parties that could have interest in leasing the port for improving it with a New Market Tax Credit.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.

