NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, September 29, 2022
8:30 A.M.
ASU-NEWPORT
PLANNING SESSION



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dr. Johnny Moore, and Lee Scoggins.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Tommy Okada, Scott Foushee, and Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor.

OPEN MEETING

Director Jon Chadwell opened the planning session.

OVERVIEW OF ALIGNED ORGANIZATIONS FINANCES

Director Chadwell gave an overview of finances for DRIVE, Newport Area Chamber of Commerce, NEDC, Newport-Jackson County Industrial Development Bond Board, Jackson County Industrial Development Corporation, and the Newport Industrial Development Association. Jon showed how each of the organizations intermingle and advantages of each.

OVERVIEW OF PROPERTY CONTROLLED BY ALIGNED ORGANIZATIONS

The commission discussed the various land holdings by the NEDC, DRIVE, and the Newport-Jackson County Industrial Development Bond Board.  

COMMISSIONERS AND STAFF IMPRESSIONS

The commission went over the strengths, weaknesses, threats, and the opportunities available in Newport.  Newport’s strengths include a Certified Industrial Site, water abundance, proximity to Little Rock & Memphis, jobs, ASU-Newport, unified collaboration efforts, and income stream. The opportunities include our hospital, change in the crime statistics, on site daycare, career opportunities, market our water capacity, and projects that make Newport more livable. Newport’s weaknesses include housing, impressions of crime, slower growth, appearance of the town, land, daycare, workforce, retail, homelessness, and restaurants. The threats include land ownership, loss of college, loss of hospital, transition of leadership, upper management not living in Jackson County, and legislative support.

DISCUSSION WITH THE MAYOR

The mayor discussed with the commission the pros and cons of annexation of property into the City of Newport.  Police, Fire, and ambulance services would have to be immediately available. Mayor went over his plan for continuing to improve streets in Newport as well.  The city received a DRA Grant and 4th Street will be repaved with those funds.

HOUSING

The commission discussed different locations in Newport in which to build a subdivision. what it would take to get developers to start building in Newport, construction costs, and the price of land.

ADDITIONAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY

The commission is looking for additional property for industrial development.  The Mega Site is no longer available, and this could be an issue in the future.

MARKETING

A discussion was held over how to market to employees who work in Newport but do not live in Newport.  Marketing for workforce education, IGNITE, and Tech Depot could potentially encourage employees to live in Newport.

DAYCARE OPTIONS

Daycare options in Jackson County are limited to 712 spots in daycare and 35 spots for after school care.  There are over 950 children of daycare age already living in the county.  So, daycare capacity would be needed if new residents moved into the county.  The commission discussed the possibility of a partnership for childcare encouraging employee retention.

RETAIL AND RESTAURANT DEVELOPMENT

The population, income, and traffic count determine location of fast-food restaurants. The traffic count on the interstate has doubled.  If Newport has a population increase, then the problem should resolve itself.

CRIME STATISTICS

Jon Chadwell gave an overview of the crime statistics for Newport and for the surrounding area.  The online statistics can be misleading as they also include the statistics for all crime committed within the prisons.
