NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, August 9, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dr. Johnny Moore, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, Nyesha Greer (Phone), Scott Foushee and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, and Jeff Bookout.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from July with a second by Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for July along with a Sales Tax Cash Flow Chart. The chart reflects the sales tax is up 13% year to date. The CD Capital 1 fund will be cashed in and placed into operating to cover expenses paid out of operating in the second quarter of 2022.  The ED reimbursement on Tech Depot totals $793,652.04 to date. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Delta Center for Economic Development
· Andrew Hart, Next Era Energy
· Dr. Moore and ASU-Newport Cabinet
· Community Development Institute
· Wesley Wells, Gränges

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· 2024 Solar Eclipse
· New Vision Newport
· Cathy Drew, Ozark Gateway Tourist Council
· RightFiber Town Hall Meeting
· Hall of Fame Banquet 8/18/22
· Depot Days 
· AR Small Biz Assist Workshop 10/25/22

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

SIGNAGE FOR THE NEDC BUILDING

Director Chadwell obtained quotes for signage on the Business Resource Center.  Gibson’s Sign-Mart estimated $8,568 plus tax.  Lumatech estimated $9,973.94 plus tax. The commission is going to take a couple weeks to review options on putting up signage.

LAND FOR PROSPECT

Director Chadwell discussed with the commission on what to consider for an option to purchase on land.  The option to purchase has typically been free for the NEDC but we may be looking at paying for options in the future. Solar is paying cash for the option to purchase, and he thinks other landowners will ask for that from the NEDC as well.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK

The Outdoor Wifi Accessibility Park has been paved.  A curb still has water coming through.  Miller Newell recommends filling it with concrete.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK EV CHARGING STATION

To put an EV Charging Station in the Outdoor WiFi Accessibility Park is going to cost more than originally expected.  For installation it is estimated $8,500 for two chargers with Today’s Power Incorporated.  Director Chadwell is going to write a proposal for the A&P Commission to assist with the cost of the charging station.

HAZEL STREET PARKING LOT EV CHARGING STATION

Adopt a Charger is a program in partnership with Entergy for a DC rapid charger. The charger is free but must be maintained for five years.  It must be available to the community for free as part of the agreement. 
RENOVATION OF DRIVE THROUGH WINDOWS 

D. T. Allen has completed the renovation of the drive through windows on the Business Resource Center.  The total came to just under $22,000.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Province Construction continues working despite the heat.  Metal work is going up currently.

TECH DEPOT A+ CLASSES AT NIGHT

A+ Certification Classes are in it’s third week at Tech Depot with seven students enrolled.  

GMI COMPUTING

GMI Computing is located on Highway 69 and will be training employees at Tech Depot.

UNITED BITENGINE, INC

United BitEngine, Inc is located at the spur on Highway 18 on Holden Corner. Seventy Five percent of the property is in the city limits of Newport.  BitEngine will locate all power polls in the City of Newport so that Newport will receive the sales tax on the energy it uses.

JUICETECH

JuiceTech is in a semi-residential area between what was Castleberry School and Harmony Homes.  They are constructing a 15 by 400 feet long building.  If needed JuiceTech said they can create a sound barrier fence.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyehsa Greer, meeting adjourned.



