NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 12, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dr. Johnny Moore, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada, Nyesha Greer (Phone), Scott Foushee and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, and Jeff Bookout.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from June with the correction that Scott Foushee was present. Scott Foushee seconded the motion, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for June. Current liabilities to the City of Newport total $20,138.62. The $6,600 to ASU-Newport on expenses was for Tech Depot Summer Camps. The Industry Grant for $324,400 was to Hawkeye for paving Jackson County Road 259. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Bitcoin, Juice Tech, GMI Computing, and Bamboo Prosperity 
· TransfrVR
· Moss Construction, Solar Project
· Youth Athletics Association
· A+ Certification


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· 2024 Solar Eclipse
· New Vision Newport
· Sound of Music
· Hall of Fame Banquet 8/18/22
· Depot Days Website

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK UPDATE

Construction continues on the Outdoor WiFi Accessibility Park. A section is still wet despite no rain.  Miller Newell is looking at how to proceed.

HAZEL AND THIRD STREET PARKING LOT EV CHARGING STATION

Director Chadwell is looking into a program for a DC rapid charger to be located at the Hazel and Third Street parking lot.  Newport does not have a rapid charger listed on the grid.

INDUSTRY GRANT FOR B/R TRAILERS

Mike and Mitch Bowen are looking to expand B/R Trailers.  This expansion will include hiring an additional twelve employees.  Currently B/R Trailers employs twenty-five people.  Lee Scoggins made a motion for an Industry Grant to B/R Trailers for $6,000 per job up to $72,000 over the next three years with a second by Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried.

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Tech Depot Construction is ongoing.  The completion date is set for June 2023.

TECH DEPOT A+ CLASSES AT NIGHT STARTING JULY 18

Tech Depot and ASU-Newport will partner to hold A+ Certification classes. A+ Certification classes start July 18.  Classes will be every Monday and Wednesday until October 5 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The course will cost $1,500 for the twelve-week period.  Jackson County residents are eligible for a scholarship from the fund given to the Chamber by theJackson County Quorum Court. The course will include hardware and software skills.  So far, seven are enrolled in the class.  




TECH DEPOT SUMMER CAMPS WRAP UP

STEM Summer Camps were a success.  Camps for Vex Robotics, Micro:bits and 3D Printing were held at Tech Depot.  Digital Graphic Art was held at the Harris Center for Opportunities.  Over 220 different children participated in some type of camp.

MOSS SOLAR DEVELOPMENT

Director Chadwell attended a presentation at Moss Solar. Moss Solar is in charge of the construction, but CMS Energy will retain ownership of the property once it is completed.  Moss presented a site map and contact list for EMS, Fire Department, and the County in the event of an emergency.

ARKANSAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPERS AND CHAMBER EXECUTIVES CONFERENCE

The Arkansas Economic Developers and Chamber Executives conference will August 28 – August 30.  The NEDC is a sponsor of the event and will receive four free registrations.  Director Chadwell offered the commissioners the one spot remaining if anyone wanted to attend.

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.


