NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 14, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. (Phone), Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Dr. Johnny Moore, Scott Foushee and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyesha Greer, Lee Scoggins, Tommy Okada

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, Amy Thaxton, and Jon Bradley.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting and welcomed Dr. Johnny Moore to the Newport Economic Development Commission Board.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from May with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for May. Current Assets total $2,572,353.66 and property assets total $2,087.83. Construction expenses for Tech Depot are $45,344.45 for the month. Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· ASUN Website Discovery Team
· Charles Landrum, Senator Crawford’s Office
· Moss Construction, Solar Project
· Granges Expansion


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· 2024 Solar Eclipse
· Arkansas Small Business & Technology
· Plugged-In Regional Meeting
· Greenway Equipment Ribbon Cutting
· Newport Schools Charitable Foundation Meeting

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Dr. Patti Mullins located at 1307 Hwy 367 North in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with landscaping. The total cost is $6,153.13 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried. 

NEWPORT SCHOOL DISTRICT AIMS CONTRACT REQUEST

Superintendent Jon Bradley and Curriculum Coordinator Amy Thaxton presented the commission with AIMS Contract Request.  The proposal is to send 13 teachers for training for the 2022-2023 school year.  Benjy Harris made a motion to approve a grant of $8,400 for the AIMS Initiative with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK GRANT INCREASE

During work on the WiFi Accessibility Park, problems with the soil will cause an additional cost of $40,700 if the project continues with the plan to install asphalt.  Director Chadwell has discussed with Miller-Newell the advantage and disadvantages of a concrete verses asphalt.  The cost to switch to concrete is $20,700.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to use concrete on the WiFi Accessibility Park with a second from Mike Turner, motion carried.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK EV CHARGING STATIONS

Director Chadwell checked the program with Entergy and Today’s Power for EV Charging Stations. Director Chadwell suggests using Today’s Power.  The station will be installed at the NEDC expense, and the station will be owned, operated, and maintained by Today’s Power Incorporated. Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to contract with Today’s Power and to pay for installation not to exceed $2,500 with a second by Dr. Johnny Moore, motion carried.  Commissioner Scott Foushee abstained from the vote.

HAZEL AND THIRD STREET PARKING LOT

The Parking lot on Hazel and Third Street could be looking at similar soil issues as the other parking lot. This project will bid concrete as the paving material from the beginning of the process.

RENOVATION OF DRIVE THROUGH WINDOWS

The drive through windows on the Business Resource Center are eighty percent complete.  D.T. Allen will replace the empty spaces over the window with black tile.  

TECH DEPOT CONSTRUCTION

Tech Depot Construction continues.  Concrete will be poured on Friday.  A portion of Hazel Street will be closed during this time.

TECH DEPOT A+ CLASSES AT NIGHT

Director Chadwell and Jeff Bookout are working on holding A+ Certification classes at night. In the Fall ASU Newport plans to hold CAD classes as well.

TECH DEPOT SUMMER CAMPS

STEM Summer Camp started yesterday at Tech Depot. Vex Robotics has twelve students.  3D printing has six in attendance. Creating Art: Traditional and Digital at the Harris Foundation have 12 in attendance as well.  Micro:bits will be next week from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Vex Robotics will have another camp June 27 through July 1. All students are from Jackson County.

CRYPTO CURRENCY COMPANIES

Currently Newport is home to three crypto currency companies.  GMI Computing, Bamboo Prosperity LLC., and JuiceTech.  The City of Newport and Jackson County should see an increase in sales tax due to use of electricity. 

GREENWAY RIBBON CUTTING 

The ribbon cutting for Greenway will be tomorrow Wednesday, June 15, at 11:00 a.m. 

ADJOURNED

Scott Foushee made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, meeting adjourned.


