NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides (phone), Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Tommy Okada, Nyesha Greer, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Scott Foushee, Lee Scoggins

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from April with a second from Nyesha Harris, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for April. Current Assets total $2,716,840.06 and ED Reimbursement total $87,784.56.  Industry Grant to pave Enterprise Drive totaled $38,950.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Housing Development
· Arkansas Development Finance Authority Board
· Moss Construction, Solar Project
· Newport Raceway
· Unity Health Advisory Board
· Jim Gowen Sr., Nyehsa Greer, Mike Turner commission reappointment


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· 2024 Solar Eclipse
· Kids’Fest
· Arkansas Scholars Tuckerman/Newport
· Betty Moreland, Motorcycle Show
· Depot Days

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK GRANT INCREASE

The old building foundation at the Outdoor WiFi Accessibility Park has been removed. However, it is currently too wet to continue working at this time.  As soon as the area dries out construction will continue.  There may be an issue with the soils.  Final evaluation will occur after the site dries out.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK EV CHARGING STATIONS

Director Chadwell has received a quote from Blink for a level 2 EV Charging Station.  The cost is estimated at $10,198.  This would include 2 charging stations, the Blink Network Fee, and a five-year warranty.  Entergy and Todays Power offer similar programs.  Commissioner Harris suggested checking Dual Ports as well.  Director Chadwell will investigate all programs for comparison to present to the commission.

HAZEL AND THIRD STREET PARKING LOT

The Parking lot on Hazel and Third Street should begin construction in August.  The DRA Grant is a twenty percent match.

RENOVATION OF DRIVE THROUGH WINDOWS

Two proposals have been submitted for the renovation of the drive through windows on the Newport Business Resource Center.  Provence Construction proposal for $23,700 was to remove the existing drive through windows and replace with clear anodized frames.  The canopies would be rebuilt, and new metal roof, facia and soffit would be installed. The proposal from D.T. Allen is for cost plus fifteen percent.  It includes cutting the awning off and using tile to blend in with the building. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the bid from D.T. Allen with the cost not to exceed $25.000, Commissioner Nyesha Greer seconded the motion.  Motion carried.


TECH DEPOT CHANGE ORDER
During dirt work for Tech Depot, four septic tanks were found. Because of this additional dirt was needed.  The dirt work cost $10,360. Benjy Harris made a motion for to approve a change of order for $10,360 for Tech Depot with a second by Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

TECH DEPOT A+ CLASSES AT NIGHT

Director Chadwell and Jeff Bookout are working on holding A+ Certification classes at night. Mark Hannon is going to teach and train two more instructors.  The equipment has been ordered with the grant from Office of Skills Development.  It will focus on hardware and software trouble shooting.

LEGISLATIVE AUDIT CHANGES

The NEDC Financials will now have to be submitted for the Newport City Council meetings.  If City Council needs explanation of NEDC finances Director Chadwell will answer those questions.

PROSPECTS

Director Chadwell has submitted two Request for Proposal for the state.  Several prospects are looking at housing developments and small businesses.

DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY

Newport is in need for more development property.  The need for industrial development and single-family housing is needed in Newport.

MEGA SITE PROSPECT

The Mega Site has been leased for a solar project.  All that re’s mains is a thousand acres.  One Request for Proposal is for a thousand acres.  The other Request for Proposal is for five hundred acres.

ADJOURNED

Benjy Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, meeting adjourned.

