NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, April 12, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Scott Foushee, Tommy Okada, Nyesha Greer, Lee Scoggins and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from March with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for March. Total liabilities to the City of Newport total $20,160.02. Sales Tax continues to be up for the last three months. Tech Depot construction cost was $87,912.55 with an eighty percent reimbursement of $67,130.04. Tech Depot expenses year to date total $5,731.50. Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Prospects
· RightFiber
· Revolution
· Edward Boyce, Levy Trail System
· Delta Regional Authority
· Moderator White County’s “In the Know”


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Division of Services for the Blind
· AEDCE Regional Planning Meeting
· Arkansas Scholars
· Newport Chamber Membership Structure
· Greenway Equipment
· 1st Choice Home Care Ribbon Cutting, April 12, 10:00 a.m.
· New Vision Newport
· Pot O’ Gold

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Dr. Frank Love’s Family Vision located at 915 Malcolm in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with roof replacement. The total cost is $7,900 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried. 

RENEWPORT GRANT CHANGE
After discussion of the inclusion of roof repairs in the ReNewport Grant program the Commission decided to excluded roofs.  Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to no longer approve roof replacements with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK GRANT INCREASE

The bid for the Outdoor WiFi Accessibility Park was more than $60,000 over the grant amount.  The NEDC had approved $18,000 for the WiFi Accessibility Park to assist with the shortfall. AEDC agreed to fund the entire amount in which the bid was over the previous award so the NEDC’s contribution will no longer will be needed. White River Planning and Development asked AEDC for a grant increase and it has been approved.  Construction is set to begin within ten days and looks to be completed by June 20. Director Chadwell has visited with RightFiber and Farmers Electric for the WiFi for naming rights.

OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY PARK EV CHARGING STATIONS

Director Chadwell is looking at outdoor charging stations for the Outdoor WiFi Park.  Commissioner Scott Foushee facilitated a meeting with Today’s Power to see what construction would be needed to host EV Charging Stations.  The Newport Economic Development Commission would be paying for the installation.  Miller Newell is getting a quote for construction costs.  Director Chadwell shared options for the commission to consider.


HIGH SCHOOL/JUNIOR HIGH TECH CAMP FUNDING

Tech Depot, ASU-Newport, and the Harris Foundation would like to partner with the NEDC to host a number of tech camps for high school and junior high students.  It is aimed at helping increase the number of students interested in technology careers.  Courses to be offered will be 3D Printing, Vector Robotics, Micro:bit Coding, Digital Graphic Art, and Tek Stars Manufacturing Tech. Scott Foushee made a motion to approve $21,650 for equipment purchases for Youth Technology Camps with a second from Nyesha, motion carried.

TECH DEPOT A+ CLASSES AT NIGHT

Director Chadwell and Jeff Bookout has met with Mark Hannon to discuss A+ Certification at night.  The Newport Chamber of Commerce has a balance of $27,000 in scholarship funds for Tech Depot. 

CRYPTO CURRENCY PROSPECTS LAND PURCHASE

One prospect for crypto currency has purchased land in Newport. Another prospect has leased land.  It will not generate many employees, but it will increase sales tax revenue for the City of Newport and the NEDC through the electricity that they use.

PROSPECTS

Two prospects have looked at Neighborhood Cleaners.  One prospect wants to know about a possibility of a grant for getting the cleaners started. Typically, the commission does not do grants for retail but considering it has no competition the commission will give it consideration.

DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY

Development Property has been tabled.

EDA INDUSTRIAL PARK RESEARCH/STUDY GRANT

The EDA has released a grant through the Arkansas Economic Development Commission to do studies and research on industrial sites and parks in Arkansas.  Newport was requested to apply at for the grant by several parties and submitted an application to create a master plan between the sites.

LEADAR VISIT

LeadAR visit went well and all participants left with a more informed and better view of Newport.

MEGA SITE PROSPECT

Solar companies are paying top dollar to lease land.  The Mega Site has been leased for a solar project.  All that will remain is a thousand acres.  

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Benjy Harris, meeting adjourned.
