NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, February 8, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Tommy Okada and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins and Nyesha Greer

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, Dr. Johnny Moore, and Phil McDonald.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from January with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for January. Total liabilities to the City of Newport total $20,187.98. Tech Depot shows expenses of $336,818.70 for construction.  Eighty percent of that will go back into the ED cash account. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Diabetes Coalition, Retha Dudley
· Tech Depot Construction
· Medical Marijuana




RENEWPORT GRANTS

None

TECH DEPOT A+ LAB GRANT

Classes resume at Tech Depot next week.  Classes offered are Microsoft Excel I, Microsoft Excel II, Leadership Training, Safety Classes, and Programmable Logic Controls. Jackson County Quorum Court has given Tech Depot a $27,000 for scholarships.  The only requirement be that the recipient be from Jackson County.

PROSPECTS

Director Chadwell has conducted meetings with several prospects already this year.  Patrick Brosh brought several ideas forward for discussion.  Newport is in the running for an expansion project with an existing industry in Newport.  

NORTHEAST ARKANSAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COALITION

Director Chadwell will be attending a meeting today for the Northeast Arkansas Economic Development Coalition in Jonesboro.

BRAINSTORMING EMPLOYEE RELOCATION STRATEGIES

The commission is looking into ways to encourage employees to relocate to Newport.  The commission discussed incentives that Mississippi County is going to implement and could they apply to Newport.

BRAINSTORMING FOR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY CLEANUP

The commission would like to look at ways to entice commercial property owners to improve the looks of their property. The commission considered inviting Mayor David Stewart and City Attorney John Pettie to the next commission meeting for a Q & A Session. 

RESURFACE SOUTH MEDALLION DRIVE

South Medallion Drive needs repair and serves Delta Manufacturing.  By request Director Chadwell obtained a quote of $45,000.  Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to approve the $45,000 to repair South Medallion Drive with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.

RESURFACE ENTERPRISE DRIVE

Enterprise Drive turns off from Van Dyke Road.  The road leads to Granges, one of Newport’s major manufacturers.  The commission tabled the vote to resurface Enterprise Drive until a quote was available for repairs that are needed.



ADJOURNED

Benjy Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Scott Foushee, meeting adjourned.



