NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, January 11, 2022
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides (phone), Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee (phone), Nyesha Greer, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins and Tommy Okada

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, Cherry Johnson, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the minutes from December with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for December. Current assets are $2,913,376 plus property assets of $2, 087.83 for a total of $2,915,463.83. The total liabilities are $18,706.20.  Director Chadwell presented a sales tax collection chart for the commission.  The total sales tax collected year to date is $915,352.24.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Patrick Brosh
· Jackson County Unemployment Rate
· AB Recycling & Excavating


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Depot Days
· Rae’s Clothing Co. 
· Start your Small Business NOW Workshop
· Newport Chamber Membership Structure
· Samantha Jimerson
· Hungry Man, Gone but Not Forgotten Award

RENEWPORT GRANTS

1st Choice Home Care located at 220 S State Street in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with signage, replacement of exterior doors and windows and painting. The total cost is $5,779.15 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Benjy Harris made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER

A conference meeting is set for tomorrow for a pre-construction meeting for the new IT Apprenticeship Center.  Constructor should start within thirty days.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAWSUIT

A settlement was suggested to David Couch for a minor amount of money which was declined. Mr. Couch is in the discovery phase and advised against settling for the amount offered.

WHITE RIVER NAVIGATION STUDY

Steven Foster has started contacting businesses along the White River.  Steve is focusing on who would ship in or out of the river and what type of products would be shipped.

MAJOR INDUSTRIAL PROSPECT

The industrial prospect is looking at investing $200 million in Newport.  Sixty jobs would be added paying just under thirty dollars an hour.

LEADAR

LeadAR will be in Newport in March.  It is a great marketing opportunity for Newport creating 25 ambassadors to represent Newport.

KFC BUILDING

The KFC building has been purchased by a developer.  The developer plans to have it cleaned up and filled by August.

LOCAL BUSINESS RESTRUCTURE
Director Chadwell is working with two local businesses on restructuring and improvement for their business.

U OF A COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

The U of A Cooperative Extension Service has a grant for youth development for a mentoring program.  The U of A will partner with the Harris Foundation to mentor twenty youth and five mentors.  The NEDC will assist in getting the program started and turn it over to the Harris Foundation.

EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT

Director Chadwell discussed with the Commission on ways to promote living in Newport. The Commission was requested to start brainstorming ways to encourage people who commute her for work to drive to Newport. 

PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION PROJECT

The property transformation will continue and will look at industry improvement. Director Chadwell would like to discuss a grant that could possibly improve property conditions where the owner pays half and the NEDC pays half.

IEDC

Director Chadwell will be attending the International Economic Development Conference on January 28.  This conference is for CEO’s or Certified Economic Developers.

ADJOURNED

Benjy Harris made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.





