NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, December 14, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Lee Scoggins, and Benjy Harris.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyesha Greer and Tommy Okada

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, Cherry Johnson, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from November with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for November. The loan from White River Planning and Development totals $625,000 with payments starting in February. Funds from Jackson County Industrial Development, Bond Board, and Newport Industrial Development Association total $195,315 for Tech Depot. ReNewport Grants total $25,221.37 year to date and sales tax year to date total $833,840.76. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.  

AMENDED BUDGET

Director Chadwell presented the amended budget before the commission.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to approve the amended budget with a second from Commissioner Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Certified Sites
· Major Employers Visits
· Mr. Patel and Cedric Williams
· NEA Coalition

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· CustomEyes Ribbon Cutting
· Rae’s Clothing Co. Ribbon Cutting
· Proland Title Business After Hours
· Newport Christmas Parade
· Minnie Bells Ribbon Cutting
· Retail Merchants Shop Til You Drop
· Festival of Trees Open House
· New Chamber Members

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Rae’s Clothing Co. located at 2105 Malcolm Suite 105 in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with signage. The total cost is $1,908.43 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $954.20. Corner Kitchen located at 104 Third Street in Newport, has requested a ReNewport grant to help with the cost of removal of old materials, signage, landscaping, and paving of the parking area. The total cost is $11,600 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. Benjy Harris made the motion to approve both ReNewport Grants with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.


TECH DEPOT A+ LAB GRANT

Director Chadwell is working with the Office of Skills Development for a grant for equipment for Tech Depot.  Tech Depot was awarded a $22,000 grant for lab equipment and it is not a matching grant.


ROBINSON CENTER FOR INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY REQUEST

Rodrick Robinson owner of Sky Cap Solutions and Branch School requested funds for restoring the former Branch School.  Robinson has a three-phase process and has completed phase one.  Robinson is requesting $100,000 and creating five jobs.  Lee Scoggins made a motion to not approve the request due to the fact that RCI’s request does not fall within the mission and scope of the NEDC with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried. 

ATTORNEY DAVID COUCH AND MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAWSUIT

David Couch has filed lawsuits to recoup money and the building back from Natural State Wellness.  Commissioner Scott Foushee made a motion to pay $13,489.70 for legal expenses seconded by Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.


12 DAYS OF NEWPORT AEDC

Director Chadwell delivered the gift for 12 days of Newport to AEDC.  Gifts are purchased from here in Newport to highlight our area businesses.  Each day a name is drawn, and that person wins a Newport gift.  It’s a great marketing campaign for Newport.

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

The City of Newport has approved the bid for Tech Depot.  The plans will be sent for approval to EDA and then have a preconstruction conference.  Construction is expected to begin in February.

RETAIL STRATEGIES

Retail Strategies has two prospects for Newport.  Currently the contract for Retail Strategies is not being renewed.

WHITE RIVER NAVIGATION CAPSTONE PROJECT

Steven Foster will contact business surveys along the White River to see how many would ship in and out of the White River if the river was navigable year-round.  Steven is currently compiling a list of businesses to interview.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Benjy Harris, meeting adjourned.





