NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, November 9, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Nyesha Greer, Lee Scoggins, Benjy Harris, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None.

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, and Phil McDonald

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes from October with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for October. Current assets in operation are $2,020,000.58.  Community Grants include $75,000 to Arkansas Center for Independence $10,000 to IMAD, $7,500 for Christmas lights. The new roof done by Newport Construction totaled $62,500.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Hunter Goodman, Cooperative Extension
· Ross Jones, Postmaster Spirits
· Prospect Visits
· Adam Grendall
· Jane Parnell Building
· Buxton Group
· Robert Martin, Cooper Mixon Architects
· McPherson Chili Cookoff

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Kids’Fest
· Monster Nights Downtown Entertainment Series
· Arkansas Scholars
· Health Fair, Front Street Park
· Newport Christmas Parade, December 9
· Rae’s Clothing Co.
· Arkansas Clean Up
· Proland Title, Business After Hours
· Chamber Membership Drive

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None


IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

The bid for Tech Depot came in high.  The original bid amount is $3,636,000. Director Chadwell met with Wayne Menley at Miller Newell and after changes was made construction cost is $2,965,355. The total funds needed are $195,315.  Three other local EDO’s, Newport-Jackson County Industrial Development Bond Board, the Newport Industrial Development Association, and the Jackson County Industrial Development Corporation all agreed to make donations toward the amount needed.  Donations from EDO’s total $200,000.  So, surplus total $4,685.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the bid, set aside and additional $50,000 for contingency items, and for Chairman Dean Sides to appoint a committee to approve all contingency expenditures with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

NEWPORT WIFI OUTDOOR ACCESSIBILITY AREA

Director Chadwell is working with Miller Newell on the Outdoor WiFi Park.  Outdoor seating will be available along with the alley open for school traffic for Seeds of Faith.  Dumpster size will be reduced to one with a fence surrounding it.  Handicap parking will be available on both sides of the parking lot.

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

On Tuesday, November 16, a small reception will be held at Tech Depot for employers to see opportunities available and training for employees.  The event will take place from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.



PROSPECT OCEAN

Patrick Brosh is currently working on a project with venture capitalists.  The prospect is interested in the Opportunity Zone that Newport has to offer.

PROSPECT FLY LIKE

Director Chadwell is working with AEDCE on Prospect Fly Like involving the Certified Industrial Site. Newport is still one of the fifteen communities the prospect is considering.

RETAIL STRATEGIES

Retail Strategies has two restaurants looking at locating in Newport.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAWSUIT

Two lawsuits have been filed.  The first lawsuit is to recoup money and it is currently in the discovery phase.  The second lawsuit is to recover the building which will have to go to Federal Court.

WHITE RIVER NAVIGATION CAPSTONE PROJECT

Steven Foster is student from the Clinton School.  Steven has chosen the White River Navigation for his Capstone Project.  He will contact business along the White River to see how many would ship in and out of the White River if it was available.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR EMPLOYEE REVIEW

Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to go into executive session at 7:45 a.m. for the purpose of staff review with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made the motion to go back into session at 8:00 a.m. with a second from Mike Turner, motion carried.

EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION

The Commission discussed employee compensation. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion which included the following; a 3% raise for the Director of Economic Development Jon Chadwell taking his salary from $107,990.25 to $111,229.96, a raise for Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen taking her salary from $45,325.70 to $50,000.00, a raise for Assistant Director of Business and Financial Services Courtney Baker taking her hourly pay from $13.52 per hour to $15.00 per hour, and a promotion for the Assistant Director of Public Relations and Marketing Christel Taylor to Director of Workforce Services taking her hourly pay from $13.52 per hour to $16.00 per hour.  In addition, the motion also included a bonus for Director Jon Chadwell, equaling $10,000. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. seconded the motion, motion carried.



APPROVAL OF THE 2022 BUDGET

The budget for 2022 was presented for consideration. The areas of advertising, community development grants, industry grants, and dues, fees and subscriptions were broken down for further consideration.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the budget as presented with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.

ADJOURNED

Lee Scoggins made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., meeting adjourned.





