NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 12, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Scott Foushee, Nyesha Greer, Lee Scoggins and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Benjy Harris, Jim Gowen Sr.

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, Dr. Johnny Moore and Cherry Johnson.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Scott Foushee made a motion to accept the minutes from September 14 and September 29 with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for September. Industry Grants totaled $167,745.00 for the repaving of Comet Drive and Van Dyke Road. One Community Grant to the Newport Drag Strip totaled $28,497.00 and ReNewport Grants total $6,593.42 Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Remmel Park Board
· Shelly Short, Arkansas State Chamber
· Sebastian Technologies
· City Beautiful Commission
· Arkansas Arts Council

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Depot Days
· Trashiest Team Clean Up Contest
· Monster Kids Fest
· ASBTDC Small Business Consulting Services
· Newport Christmas Parade

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Proland Title Company located at 118 Main Street in Newport, has requested a grant to help with repainting and cleaning the brick. The total cost is $3,975.00 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $1987.50.  Thorn & Thistle located at 908 Hwy 367 in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of signage. The total cost is $3,090.00 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $1,545.00. Lee Scoggins made the motion to approve both ReNewport Grant with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

LOAN FROM WHITE RIVER PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

White River Planning and Development has a new Revolving Loan Program.  It would allow the NEDC to pay out the $625,000 for Tech Depot.  Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to borrow $625,000 from White River Planning and Development for 0% interest for twelve months. Commissioner Scott Foushee seconded the motion, motion carried.

NEWPORT WIFI OUTDOOR ACCESSIBILITY AREA

Director Chadwell presented a proposed map from Miller Newell for the Newport WiFi Outdoor Accessibility Park.  Director Chadwell would like to add more handicap parking and enclosed space for dumpsters.  Construction can begin pending a final environmental review.

NEDC BUILDING ROOF CONSTRUCTION

The Business Resource Center is currently having a new roof installed.  Newport Construction, Inc. began working Monday, October 11.

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

Mize Heat & Air has completed the air conditioning project at Tech Depot.

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

Currently two different classes are being held at Tech Depot. Sebastian Technologies class is for A+.  ASU-Newport is offering Excel II this week.




PROSPECT SECURE TECH

Prospect Secure Tech is waiting to see if they receive government contracts before they sign a contract to open a business in Newport. 

PROSPECT OCEAN

Prospect Ocean is a prospect brought to us by Patrick Brosh.  The prospect would need 12 employees and build up to 50 employees.

PROSPECT KIDS

Chamber Director Julie Allen is assisting with Prospect Kids to potentially locate a daycare facility in Newport.

PROSPECT FLY LIKE

Director Chadwell is working with AEDCE on Prospect Fly Like involving the Certified Industrial Site.

RETAIL STRATEGIES

Retail Strategies has visited with four businesses about locating in an existing building in Newport.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA LAWSUIT

The additional lawsuit has been filed for the building in which the Medical Marijuana grow facility was located. No response has been filed yet.

VAN DYKE ROAD RESURFACE & COMET DRIVE REBUILD

Van Dyke Road and Comet Drive have been completed. Community response to the projects has been very positive.

WHITE RIVER NAVIGATION CAPSTONE PROJECT

A student from the Clinton School has chosen the White River Navigation for his Capstone Project.  The student will contact business along the White River to see how many would ship on the White River if it was available.  

ADJOURNED

Scott Foushee made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.




