NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, September 14, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, Nyesha Greer, and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Lee Scoggins

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, Jimmy Heatherly, and Phil McDonald, and Cherry Johnson.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from August with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for August. The current commitments for NEDC total $952,645 for 2021 & 2022. Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Congressman Rick Crawford
· COVID-19
· LeadAR Advisory Board
· Steve Foster, Clinton School
· David Couch
· Gränges Americas

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Arkansas Economic Developers & Chamber Executives Conference
· Depot Days
· Trashiest Team Clean Up Contest
· Monster Kids Fest

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Custom Eyes Vision located at 1920 Malcolm Avenue in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of signage. The total cost is $4,169.66 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,084.83.
Jackson County Farm Bureau located at 206 N. Harwood Street in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of paving and sealing the parking area. The total cost is $3,984 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $1,992. Taylor and Kimbrough Funeral Home located at 113 Clay Street in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of landscaping, painting, and removal of old materials. The total cost is $5,359.20 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500. KION Pediatrics located at 2101 Malcolm Avenue Suite 101 in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of signage. The total cost is $6,408.28 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.
Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made the motion to approve the four ReNewport Grant with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

NEDC BUILDING ROOF ISSUES

The roof of the Business Resource Center has been patched several times in the last three years.  Director Chadwell will obtain estimates to replace the roof.

ELECTRONIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION GRANT

Arkansas has a grant that will reimburse up to 90% for electronic vehicle charging station on public grounds.  Harris Ford and George Kell are both installing charging stations.  Once a charging station is installed it gets added to maps and apps for trip planning.  Director Chadwell will explore options to install charging stations on the NEDC property using the grant funds.

TOWN HALL MEETING ON CHILD CARE ISSUES

A Town Hall meeting on childcare will be September 20, located at the Newport Economic Development Commission. The program will discuss childcare centers, home based childcare, and business-based childcare. The American Recovery Act will provide funding for public/private partnerships that help establish a business based childcare option. 

MOVING JACKSON COUNTY FORWARD

Moving Jackson County Forward is having a meeting on September 27, to discuss its program of work for the next year.  Some suggested programs are to address blighted and deteriorating properties, coordination and funding needs of Youth Programs, plus additional housing needs.  Moving Jackson County Forward has opened it’s meeting to anyone interested in assisting these projects.



RURAL IMPACT OPPORTUNITY ZONE PROJECT

Jackson County has one of Arkansas’s largest Opportunity Zones.  Opportunity Arkansas is looking to promote Opportunity Zones to spur investment from investors who need capital gains tax relief. 

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

Plans for Tech Depot have been submitted to the EDA.  Director Chadwell expects some minor changes to be made. Then bidding can begin in early October.

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

ASU-Newport just completed the first Excel class and will offer Excel II is October. Sebastian Technologies just started a new training class yesterday.

PROSPECT SECURE TECH

Prospect Secure Tech is waiting to see if they receive government contracts before they sign a contract to open a business in Newport. 

PROJECT TECH HQ

Director Chadwell sent out a survey to see if Project Tech HQ could recruit a workforce in Newport.  Director Chadwell received thirty-eight responses, and all were positive.

VAN DYKE ROAD RESURFACE & COMET DRIVE REBUILD

The work on Van Dyke Road started yesterday.  Comet Drive has the base work done and needs to be allowed to settle prior to resurfacing. 

WHITE RIVER NAVIGATION

The Little Rock Corps of Engineers has a new commander who is interested in pursuing navigation options on the White River.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.



