NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, August 10, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner
 Lee Scoggins, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, Nyesha Greer (by phone) and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, Jimmy Heatherly, and Phil McDonald.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from July with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for July. Sales taxes continue to be up year to date. The Community Grants section is higher due to the $10,000 grant to IMAD and the expenditures on the return road for the Newport Speedway, which will be recouped through a grant.  Director Chadwell discussed how the levee tax works and how some people are using the system to avoid the tax.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. suggested that it might be good to discuss this issue with local legislators. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· City Beautiful Commission
· Prospect Hi Ho
· White River 
· Center for Rural Innovation
· CMS Energy
· Susan VandeZande, Gränges
· AB Excavation

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Community Development Institute
· Hall of Fame Banquet
· Depot Days
· Kids Fest
· Arkansas Economic Developers & Chamber Executives Conference
· Arkansas Community Foundation “Friendraiser”
· COVID-19

STAFF RECOGNITION

The Arkansas Economic Developers and Chamber Executives organization will announce at the AEDCE conference that Chamber Director Julie Allen is the 2021 Outstanding Chamber Executive for Arkansas.  Director Jon Chadwell has asked to be on the advisory council for LeadAR and will be featured in Arkansas Business Top 250.  Commissioner Benjy Harris noted that Wendell Comer received 2021 Water Manager of the Year for the state of Arkansas. 

RENEWPORT GRANTS

None


IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

Director Chadwell has a draft of the plans for Tech Depot and any Commissioner who would like to review the plans is free to stop by and review them.  Bids will hopefully open in November and construction can begin in spring. Construction prices have begun to drop.

TECH DEPOT CLASSES

ADWORC is going to hold a five-week course to provide basic job training and giving employees more tools to be employable.  This class will start on August 13, and is free. By holding the ADWORC program at Tech Depot it reduces transportation issues for those attending the class. This is also a pre-apprenticeship program that can help students become qualified for the apprenticeships that are offered in the Tech Depot.  Students will receive a hundred dollars a week until completion of the class.  The healthcare class is currently on hold due to Covid.



DEPOT HVAC

Director Chadwell has received two quotes to replace the air conditioning unit located at Tech Depot.  Mize Heat & Air quoted $18,577.13 for two five-ton systems.  Wade’s Heating, Cooling & Electrical submitted two options.  Option one is for 12.5 ton system for $18,815.50 and Option two is a 10 ton system for $15,873.00.  The commission has asked Director Chadwell to ask Mize Heat & Air to quote a price for a 12.5 ton system for comparison.

PROSPECT SECURE TECH

Prospect Secure Tech is waiting to see if they receive government contracts before they sign a contract to open a business in Newport. The prospect will employ up to 22 full time employees within three years and rent a facility in Newport. 

PROSPECT REE

Prospect REE is looking to acquire the 76 acres of the Certified Industrial Site to create 100 jobs with an average salary of $100,000 per job.  Director Chadwell would need to reach out to the EDA about a grant to reestablish the rail lines. Their grants typically require a twenty percent matching grant which would be approximately $1.4 million. To date Prospect Ree has visited Newport three times.

PROJECT HI HO

Director Chadwell wanted to inform the board that Project HI HO will not be feasible for Newport.  The company was a Bitcoin Mining company but due to the significant amount of electricity required the company could not get the electricity at a cost-effective price.  For comparison, Project Hi Ho would eventually need as much electricity as Arkansas Steel.  Infrastructure upgrades would be required for both utility companies and each utility was unsure of doing so with no guarantee that the company would stay.

PROJECT TECH HQ

Project Tech HQ has looked at locating in Jonesboro, Conway, and Little Rock. If they locate their headquarters in Newport, the company can receive more incentives.  The prospect would like to be located near the Tech Depot and would recruit ten tech people to Newport.  However, the company needs to know that they will have an adequate workforce for their operation.  The NEDC will be conducting a survey to assist with determining the workforce availability.

NEWPORT SPEEDWAY UPDATE

The Newport Speedway has the base down for the return road and is close to being able to put the asphalt on.  Racing is looking to resume this fall.



VAN DYKE ROAD RESURFACE & COMET DRIVE REBUILD

Director Chadwell was asked to obtain an estimate to resurface Van Dyke Road and rebuild Comet Drive.  Van Dyke Road leads to three of Newport’s major manufacturers, Arkansas Steel Associates, Gränges, and Southwest Steel Processing.  Comet Drive is leads to the entrance for the Newport’s Certified Industrial Site, ASU-Newport’s Commercial Driver Training Program, an empty industrial building, and the Newport Speedway.   Hawkeye Enterprises quoted $108,420 to repair Van Dyke Road from the front of Hwy 365 to the curve that turns south.  Hawkeye quoted $59,325 to rebuild Comet Drive from the railroad track to ASU-Newport. Commissioner Benjy Harris made a motion to go ahead and repair both roads and ask the city and county to contribute thirty percent toward the cost with future infrastructure funds they may receive.  The motion has a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

WHITE RIVER NAVIGATION

Two positions are open on the Port Authority Board.  The county judge is taking recommendations if anyone has suggestions on someone that would be good on the board.  The Little Rock Corps of Engineers has a new commander who is interested in pursuing navigation options on the White River.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.


