NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, July 20, 2021
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner
 Lee Scoggins, Benjy Harris, Scott Foushee, Nyesha Greer and Tommy Okada.

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

None

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director, Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs, Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jeff Bookout, and Dr. Johnny Moore.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the minutes from June with corrections that Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner abstained from the Historical Society MOU vote and Jim Gowen Sr.’s motion to approve the MOU stipulated that there would be no financial obligations on behalf of the NEDC toward the project. Nyesha Greer seconded the motion, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Director Chadwell presented the financial report for June showing an increase in sales taxes. One ReNewport grant was given for Minniebell’s totaling $2,500. The total assets are $2,258,355.65 including properties 1407 Holden Ave and 1813 Hines Street. Outstanding obligations include Arkansas Center for Independence for $75,000 and $625,000 for Tech Depot. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Sales Tax Extension
· Jackson County Historical Society
· Arkansas Community Foundation
· Arkansas Development Finance Authority Board
· Newport Schools
· Microsoft Solutions, Tech Depot


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS REPORT

· Hall of Fame Banquet
· New Vision Newport Retreat
· Arkansas Economic Developers & Chamber Executives Conference
· Arkansas Center for Independence Groundbreaking
· Arkansas Community Foundation “Friendraiser”
· COVID-19

RENEWPORT GRANTS

Andrew Roach State Farm located at 3105 Hwy 367 N Ste. B in Newport, has requested a grant to help with the cost of signage. The total cost is $5,000.00 and the ReNewport grant would be responsible for $2,500.  Scott Foushee made the motion to approve the ReNewport Grant with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.

IT APPRENTICESHIP CENTER PROJECT

Upon discussion with Miller-Newell it has been decided that bids for the IT Apprenticeship Center project should wait until this fall with the decline of building prices.  Concrete demolition will need to be done before building begins in early spring.

CBDG-CV OUTDOOR WIFI ACCESSIBILITY GRANT

The NEDC has been awarded an Outdoor WiFi Accessibility grant in the amount of $165,765. It is not a matching grant so it covers 100% of the cost. The grant will provide safe parking with a green area for those that need WiFi to complete job resumes or download classwork.  Work can begin as soon as an environmental study is done.

IMAD REQUEST

Jim McClarty spoke on behalf of IMAD requesting assistance with the IMAD Summer Program. Currently, IMAD has 89 children in the summer program and the children are present from 8:30 to 4:30 feeding the children twice a day.  The program educates children on how a city is run and what it takes for a community to work together.  Programs have taken place at Newport City Hall, the Jackson County Courthouse and Newport Municipal Airport to date. Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion for a Community Grant in the amount of $10,000.00 to fund the IMAD Summer Program with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.


TECH DEPOT CLASSES

Jeff Bookout with ASU-Newport announced the latest class with Sebastian Technologies passed their A+ Certification. Students must pass an A+ certification test and a software test in order to be employed at Sebastian Technologies. A local business would like to have a Microsoft Excel class located at Tech Depo to train 16 to 20 of their employees. 

PROSPECT SECURE TECH

Prospect Secure Tech is close to signing a contract and locating in Newport.  The prospect will employ 22 full time employees and rent a facility in Newport. 

PROSPECT REE

Prospect REE is looking to acquire the 76 acres of the Certified Industrial Site to create 100 jobs with an average salary of $100,000 per job.  Director Chadwell would need to reach out to the EDA about a grant to reestablish the rail lines. Their grants typically require a twenty percent matching grant which would be approximately $1.4 million.

PROJECT HI HO

Director Chadwell wanted to inform the board that Project HI HO will not be a job creator so they will not be qualified for any major incentives from the NEDC.

NEWPORT SPEEDWAY UPDATE

The Newport Speedway has made many improvements to date such a clean up and constructed a block tower.  The base is down for the return road and will need to settle for at least a month before Hawkeye does the asphalt.  The return road will need to be finished before they can resume racing.  

COMET DRIVE REBUILD

Comet Drive is the road that leads to the NEDC Certified Industrial Site.  It is in bad repair.  Director Chadwell hopes to have an estimate before the next commission meeting to tear the road up, build a new base and then asphalt the road.  This will be beneficial when bringing prospects to look at the Certified Industrial Site.  It will help ASU-Newport and the Newport Speedway as well.  Commissioner Benjy Harris asked Director Chadwell to get an estimate for Van Dyke Road as well. The section from Highway 367 to Arkansas Steel Associates is in bad repair as well and leads to one of Newport’s major employers.

ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.

