NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, December 10, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Dave Kajikawa, Nyesha Greer and Benjy Harris.

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Scott Foushee, Dave Kajikawa and Dr. Sandra Massey.

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, John Casteel and Cherry Johnson.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for November was given. Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· ACT Work Ready
· Tax Back Proposal
· Delta Medical Supply
· Allen Brooks
· Several Prospects


DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Inside Jackson County
· Christmas Parade, December 12
· Retail Merchants 
· DRIVE Meeting
· Growing Corning Together Group

RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants.

ACT WORKREADY COMMUNITY

Jackson County has started the steps to becoming ACT Work Ready Community. There is a two years to become an ACT Work Ready Community after launching the initiative.  We aim to reach that goal earlier.  Emerging workers, transitioning workers, and current workers could be tested to assess their qualifications for employment or promotion.  Workers will be tested in Applied Math, Graphic Literacy and Workplace Documents.  Employees are rated at Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum.


GRANT FOR EVER BUILDING TO NEWPORT-JACKSON COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOND BOARD

Allen Brooks is working to clear the EVER building.  Lee Scoggins made a motion for a Grant up to $5,000 to the Bond Board for landfill expenses associated with the cleanup with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
PROSPECT 1815

Cobblestone Inn is to announce next week. Potential to break ground is hopefully January 14 or 15.

PROPERTY TRANSFORMATION INITIATIVE

The financials will reflect the purchase of three properties with the allotted $25,000 budget toward the clean-up efforts in Newport.  1407 Holden, 1813 Hines Street and 812 Third Street have been purchased to improve the beautification of Newport.

MEGA SITE

A meeting is set up with Tandee White at Entergy to look at certifying the Mega Site and to find a more competitive cost for the historic preservation survey of the property. 


ADJOURNED

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.






