NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 8, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, Lee Scoggins, Dave Kajikawa, and Benjy Harris

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Nyesha Greer, Dave Kajikawa and Dr. Sandra Massey

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, John Casteel and Mayor David Stewart.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Scott Foushee, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for September was given. Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Gene Higginbotham
· Entergy, 360 video
· Postmaster Spirits
· Delta Center for Economic Development

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· New Vision Newport Session
· Chamber Board Election Nomination Committee Meeting
· Ribbon Cutting at Postmaster Spirits
· Movies in the Park- Hocus Pocus
· Newport School District Charitable Foundation Meeting
· Ribbon Cutting at Beauty Parlor & Spa

RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants.

ACT WORKREADY COMMUNITY

ACT Workready Community program will have training on November 13 & 14 in Atlanta. Director Jon Chadwell and Jeff Bookout will be attending the training.  Further training will the in February of next year.  Our application to participate in the program has been accepted and the Bootcamp is the first step in the process.

LIGHTING PROJECT

The lighting project inside the Business Resource Center has been completed.  The contractors replaced lighting that was not previously included in the invoice.  In the event of a new invoice, it will be brought before the commission.

CLEAN UP PROPOSAL

A proposal has been put before the Commission by Commissioner Mike Turner to have the Newport Economic Development Commission partner with the City of Newport to clean up properties around town that detract from the appearance, health and quality-of-life in Newport.  After discussion, it was decided that the NEDC would commit $25,000 in 2019 and consider including $50,000 in 2020 for this purpose.  Any properties that would be acquired or cleaned using NEDC funding will be presented to the Newport Economic Development Commission at a regular meeting for approval prior to any NEDC funding being spent.  The recommending committee will consist of Director Jon Chadwell, Mayor David Stewart, Code Enforcement Officer Derrick Ratliffe and Chamber Director Julie Allen.  Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to approve $25,000 for the project as detailed above for 2019 with consideration be given for $50,000 in the budget for 2020 with a second from Lee Scoggins, motion carried.

ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the event that Newport could create an Entertainment District, Newport could host tourism events that other surrounding counties would not be able to host.  The Entertainment District would have specific hours and all beverages must be in an approved district container.  Public drunkenness regulations would still apply.  In order to be an Entertainment District Newport would need an Advertising and Promotions Tax.  The city council is considering the Advertising and Promotions tax.  The tax would be three percent on hotels and motels.  Restaurants would have a one percent tax if the city council decides in favor of the A&P tax.  The Downtown Revitalization and Improvement Volunteer Effort (DRIVE) Board and the Newport Area Chamber of Commerce Board have both given votes of support for this effort.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to indicate the NEDC’s support the Entertainment District and the A&P tax to the City Council with a second from Jim Gowen, Sr. motion approved.

ANNUAL STRATEGIC PLAN DRAFT

Director Jon Chadwell is working on updating the Annual Strategic Plan.  Once the strategic plan is compiled Director Chadwell will submit it to the Commissioners via email to be reviewed.  The plan will be approved at the next Commission meeting.

ADJOURNED

Chairman Dean Sides made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., meeting adjourned.





