NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Tuesday, September 23, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr., Dr. Sandra Massey, Lee Scoggins, Dave Kajikawa, and Nyesha Greer.

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Benjy Harris and Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, Cherry Johnson, Shane Grady, Phil McDonald, and Chris Howard.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Lee Scoggins made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Jim Gowen Sr., motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for August was given. Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Dave Kajikawa, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Strategic Plan Survey
· Retail Strategies
· Moving Jackson County Forward

DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Trashiest Team
· New Vision Class 17 Retreat
· Depot Days

RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants.

ACT WORKREADY COMMUNITY

Newport has been accepted into the ACT Workready Community program. Training for this program will be held in Atlanta on November 13 & 14. Director Jon Chadwell and Jeff Bookout will be attending the training.  Further training will the in February of next year.

ACCESS TO CAPITAL SEMINAR

[bookmark: _GoBack]Director Jon Chadwell conducted an Arkansas Developers Toolbox seminar on Thursday, September 5.  Developers, contractors and businesses got to learn about SBA loans, Opportunity Zones, New Market Tax Credits and a number of other financing mechanisms.  

CERTIFIED SITES PROGRAM

The Certified Site has seventy five acres.  The Mega Site has 3,200 acres.  Director Chadwell is working with Entergy and Arkansas Historic Preservation Program to get historical clearance for the Mega site 500 acres at a time in order to get the process moving. 

HEMP INDUSTRY INTEREST

Several prospects have expressed an interest in hemp.  CBD oil and processing the fiber have been prospects main area of interest.  Director Chadwell will put prospects in contact with area farmers to collaborate on this project.

MOVING JACKSON COUNTY FORWARD

Moving Jackson County Forward met for a re-organization meeting.  The group has three projects it has discussed.  One project being the beautification of Newport.  Another project discussed is the Census to ensure everyone is counted.

CLEAN UP PROPOSAL

A large number of vacant and deteriorating commercial buildings and houses in Newport are becoming an issue in a number of areas in Newport.  A Revitalization Committee will be formed to categorize commercial and residential properties that need to be demolished.  Moving Jackson County Forward is interested in helping the Revitalization Committee with this project.  The discussion will be tabled until the next meeting when the Mayor and Mike Turner can be present for the discussion.

CARPET CLEANING PROPOSAL

A bid has been submitted to clean the carpet of the Business Resource Center.  The bid is $2,066 and includes a one year spot and spill clean-up warranty.  Commissioner Lee Scoggins made a motion to obtain another bid with Director Jon Chadwell having the discretion to choose which bid to accept as long as it is no more than the current bid with a second from Dr. Sandra Massey, motion carried.

P3 OPPORTUNITY ZONE

P3 stands for Public, Private Partnerships.  Capital gains can be invested in an opportunity fund.  The fund would be investing in an Opportunity Zone with more returns the investment stays in the zone.  Director Jon Chadwell is investigating whether or not this is a way to reconstruct the rail road to the air base industrial park.  

ADJOURNED

Jim Gowen Sr. made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Nyesha Greer, meeting adjourned.





