NEWPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, August 15, 2019
7:00 A.M.
Business Resource Center



COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Chairman Dean Sides, Benjy Harris, Dr. Sandra Massey, Lee Scoggins, Dave Kajikawa, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, and Nyesha Greer.

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Vice-Chairman Jim Gowen Sr. and Scott Foushee

OTHERS PRESENT

Others present were NEDC Executive Director Jon Chadwell, Director of Chamber Affairs Julie Allen, Administrative Assistant Christel Taylor, Jimmy Heatherly, John Casteel, and Chris Howard.

OPEN MEETING

Chairman Dean Sides opened the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to accept the minutes with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial report for July was given. Benjy Harris made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second from Secretary/Treasurer Mike Turner, motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Beautification Meeting
· Land Bank
· Gränges
· Community Development Institute
· Alison Williams
· ASU-Newport Convocation




DIRECTOR OF CHAMBER AFFAIRS’ REPORT

· Depot Days Meeting
· Lead the Way
· Chamber Member Drive Winner Dinner
· Newport Hall of Fame Banquet
· Newport Alumni Hall of Fame Banquet
· New Vision Class 17
· Trashiest Team Clean up Contest

RENEWPORT GRANTS

No ReNewport Grants.


TAYLOR MADE AMBULANCE JOB EXPANSION

Director Jon Chadwell explained Robert’s rules of recusal and abstaining.  Commissioners Mike Turner, Benjy Harris and Deans Sides recused themselves from the discussion and voting.  Dr. Sandra Massey made the motion to appoint Lee Scoggins as the temporary chairman with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.  Taylor Made Ambulances has submitted a proposal for a Job Creation Grant.  Taylor Made has increased their workforce from 15 employees to 45 employees.  They have continued to work with AEDC and expect to increase the workforce to 85. Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to pay the Job Creation Grant for the 30 employees they have hired then pay as Taylor Made increases the number of employees.  The company will then be evaluated every six months starting January 1 and July 1 each year for the next three years and awarded for the jobs that have been created in the previous six months.  The award will be $1,000 per job.  Commissioner Nyesha Greer seconded the motion, motion carried.  After the vote on the motion, Mike Turner, Benjy Harris and Dean sides returned to the meeting.  Dr. Sandra Massey made the motion for Dean Sides to return as Chairman with a second from Nyesha Greer, motion carried.

LIGHTING PROPOSAL

The NEDC has two proposals to improve the lighting in the Business Resource Center.  The proposals show the estimated expenses with incentives and the estimated annual savings with the energy efficient equipment.  Lee Scoggins made a motion to approve project one for $8,294.58 with a second from Benjy Harris, motion carried.

ACT WORKREADY COMMUNITY

AEDC is encouraging communities to participate in the ACT Workready Community program.  Approximately twenty five percent of prospects ask to see if the county is ACT Workready.  Surrounding counties have already certified.  ASU Newport, and Newport High School are in support of this program.  A meeting on August 21st will be held in order to discuss the details of being an ACT Workready Community. Training for this program will be held in Atlanta on November 13 & 14.

ACCESS TO CAPITAL SEMINAR


Director Jon Chadwell will conduct an Arkansas Developers Toolbox seminar on Thursday, September 5.  The seminar's goal is to bring many of the programs to one place so that developers, contractors, businesses and communities can learn about what is available to help increase activity in Arkansas towns.

CERTIFIED SITES PROGRAM

The Certified Site has seventy five acres.  The Mega Site has 3,200 acres.  Director Chadwell is looking to certify the Mega site 500 acres at a time in order to get the process started.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Natural State Wellness plan to start growing in late September.   Delta Medical Cannabis should start growing by November or December.  

SOLAR COMPANIES

[bookmark: _GoBack]Solar companies are looking for a long-term lease from landowners and sell the energy back to the utility company that covers the area.  Companies are often given environmental credits for having green energy as part of their portfolio.  Three companies have looked at installing solar fields.  The school district, the quorum and the accessor’s office will be asked to consider property tax abatements through Act 9 bonds before it will be financially feasible for the development of these projects.

ADJOURNED

Dr. Sandra Massey made a motion to adjourn the meeting with a second from Lee Scoggins, meeting adjourned.









